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The actions of the Ukrainian -underground
1etl ‘by the Orgariization of Ukrainian National-
ists .and lts leader, Stephen Bamdera, hed
tikef e Germans by swrprise and “forcerd
them to disclose their iritentions :and policies
with Tespact to Ukraine ard the other non-
Pussian ocolories o the 11.5SR. DBesiden
proctamation of independence at ‘Lvov, a.na-
fiondl assenbly was calted and a provisional
Ykraineem Governmerit with Mr.  Yaroslav
Stetsko as Piime Minister was estsblished.

The reaction .of the Gestapo to the Ukrairi-
.an jproclamation ‘of June 30, 1841 was swilt
and meriless. However, the imprisonmerit
and murders ant mewibers of the 'Ukrainian
Govemmen -and 0's teaders by ‘the ‘Gestapo
G not prove 10 be the deadly How 1o the
Ukrainian resistance the Germans had ‘haped
Tor. These acts were Tollowed -by the barba-
rous policies .of ruthless exploitation, oppres-
gion, -and genoocide against the Ukramnmn pop-
wlation, which Tesponded with e ferackous na-
fiorm) Mperation stnuggle ted by | reorgarized
Dmavization ol "Uhrdinian Natonslists.

‘With the cdllapse of the German war ma-
thine in the Eadt, the Ukradinian Nationd! :lib-
-gration struggte had culminated in‘the JLJkrair-

_an Insurgent Army ‘bacoming the third military -

and political power in Eastern Burope -at the
‘ond of Waorld War I, instend of poace, howev-
#1, the Pirginians ‘were ‘forved 'to -escdlate
#hwiir strugdle iin @ ‘new ‘wer against Soviet
Rugsien tmpefidlism whose military phase con-
“tinved ‘into ‘the 1950's.

We Americans can sometimes Torgel how
truly free we .ars. But milions of peaple
around the workl live every day wnder the sub-
jugatien -of tyrarmy. The Wirainien pewple have
suffered yaars ! baragsmont, disohimingtion,
ard dbrutdiity @t the hands of their oppressors,

Ve, despite the endless sulfering -and per-
sacdtion -endored by ‘the 'Ukrdiniian peapla, the
toe Wedl of ‘Ukrdinian lindependence contin-
ues 1o five on In the hearts and -mingis .of the
Ukrdiriian people .n dheir thomeland -and
indeed, throughout the world.

This tribeste today is our gifirmation that the
spinit of freadiom iis etemal. 'We ‘have -not for-
gutten, .and we ‘will not forget the day in 1941
wiven ‘the prophe of Ukraine spoke with one
wiice in declaring their independence.
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kr. MILLER «f Cdlfforria. M. Spedker, yes-
terday duing our Tong debate on military .aid
to ‘the Cortras, rot much was heard .about the
economic :aid on its way to Central America,
whiich was part.of the Contra aid package.

Guatemasia is & :country which vecently hetd
dlections for a tiviian presidert. Gudtemnala
samts ‘to benefit substartidlly from ‘this aid
patkage, Ard Geitemnalta -is a country where
massiva ‘uman Tights gbuses continue 1o be
the nile rdther than the exception.

Presiderit Vinicio Terezo of Guatemala
needs and deserves our support. (He naede
that support, -not -only {0 consolidate :His gov-
emnment, ‘bt -also to imsure thet the genaerdls
ard colonets ‘who fmave 'tun Gustemsla for
decades become subordinate to -Civilian au-
thofity and Yo the nite of law. .

C-Hr v G'H'O‘{'bakén_g i
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We wmust face the -question :of how to wse
any acenomic aid wa might provide to Guate-
mala 1o futher Presidamt :Cerezd’s ‘human
tights modls rether than o promdte further
brutdiity and corruption. However, the Hilt wa
passet) yestertay makés no provigions as to
‘how economic &id can be used.

it any .of my colleagues have doubls as to
the -enduring -power :of the milliary and death
squads today in Quaterndla, 1 urge them ‘o
rean the Jollowing artidle from the New Re-
pubic:

BUREAUCRACY OF DEATH

(By Allan Nalrn and Jean-Marle Simon)

‘Om the purfmee, Guatemrla, the rgest
.pountry in Ceritral Amettca, appenrs flackl,
There are fewer houses ringed with sand-
‘bags them in Nicarague, Tewer armed men in
tthe -stredts than in El Balvator. and sk
amenting Bgo the -cowitry wlected its first di-
vilian president since 1986, Christian Demo-
worat Viniclo Cerezo, His ndmiristretion has
lannched #n -enticorroption tampaten and
the country's Hrst public:sector jobs pro-
gram in more Than a decade. But ‘in this up-
yrrertlty ‘hopefill atmosphere, union mem-
‘oers, religious 1eaders, penrsarnt activists, and
wther potertinl opponernts of ‘the Guatema-
Jan oflitery still Tace the constant threat of
+idlence from ‘their governmerit.

in February ‘Cerezo gaid thut the country
was -experiencing a Tesurgence of political
kiltings snd noted thet ‘69 cadavers, many of
‘them showing ®igns of torture, ‘had .ap-
peared during his Tirst ‘three weeks in office.
In Mazrch the secreiary of .a Christian
Democrztic youth group was gunned dewn
in 'His house along with his Yather and his
gister. Tn April two refugees disappeared

after they were Hragged Irom g parish

house where they were living under the pro-
tection of a Cathdlic bishop. In May, Victor
Hugo Gufoy, 8 menmber of the Congress'’s
buman rights .commission, said that “it i
very easy to recognige the .same practices.of
years ago, induding mot just torture, .bul
also ‘the infamous coup de grace.” On May
30 seven bodies appeared .in one day .on the
streets of Guatemsls City. Dver the last six
murths, kiflings ndt ettributed to combsat or
commmon ceime have ‘been ranning -at more
than 60 per month,

‘How to copfront this angoing terroris the
primary challenge facing (Guatemaln’s
newly elected governmant. The vietims are
not ‘kMled by whet Is sometimes -called
“sermeless vitlenoe” or by “the cycle of wio-
lence between left .and right.” They are
kMed by an elficient system ol political ter-
rorism. At the heart of this system is the in-
telligente apparatus of the Guatemalan
military, known by {ts bureaucratic label, G-
2. The G-2 Is the unelected government af
Gustemsla that Vinicio Cerezo must find a
way to control.

LCerezo Is Guatemala’s first chief of state
in 20 years who would .not order the kiling
of an unarmed civilian. He has a reformer’s
past and has survived three assassination at-
tempts by the army he now .nominally -com-
mands. But he serves st the sufferance -of
what s still the most murderous army in
the Western Hemisphere. Although such es-
timates can't be precise, the archbishop -of
Cuatemala, Proapero Penados, says -that
Cerezo holds 25 pereent of the power.
Cerezo himself claims 30 percent, 2nd -says
that he will build from there,

From the start of his campaign, Cerezo
pledgad to limit the goals of his presldency.
My gévernment wil not plan soclel re-
forms.”; he stated bluntly, '‘because -the
army wouid appose it."” He promised to re.
frain from land reform and the prosecution
ol army officers for prior ;political murders.
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In Teturn, he expected o be perinitted Yo
sarve -out his ‘term, ;and szid he would sbdl-
4gh tive Depsriment of Technicel Investiga-
tions (DIT), :a bend of civilan thugs who
killed and abducted on -artders from 'G-2 ard
pilleged o0 their own accoumt. The =rmy
:agreed, and forged n ‘tactical gltience with
the mon they had once revited. The G-2,
whitch s mormelly dircumspect, even-put the
salignoe wn papor. Gerezo read us 8 econfi-
dentin] ‘G-2 memo written before the De-
cember -etection predicting that the Chris-
tinn Democrats would win “due to the links
1hey heve Torged with ¥he army, ‘as well as
with the Dnited States.”

©Onee in office, Cerezo fulfflled His cam-

“medgn piledge. Tn r spectacular ratd the DIT

staff was apprehendcd -en masse, It ‘was the
‘Yhird %ime 'in Ountemala’s last six adniinis-
trations that this infamous -corps hud 'been
purged. Almost 200 agents were Tired, %00
were serit to B remedial police training
course, and one was arrested on & weapans
charge amd subsequeritly released.

In the meantime, the military had taken
steps to assure that its power could not be
c¢hellenged by the new government. Four
1Anys before ‘Gerezo’s inauguration, the out-
-going chiel of state, General Dscar Mella
“Virtores, Issued a.series of sweeping decrees
that stunned Cerezo's hopeful supporters.
“The measures narrowed clvilian authority
and legalized military .control in the coun-
tryside, where the sermy s fighting a.coun-
terinsurgency war ageinst .8 .small guerrilia
movemerit. One of the .decrees .created a
Btate Security Councl] to handle apseots of
national .security that might fall under the
Jurisdiction of clvilien Cabinst officers, Mili-
‘tary-officers.serve on this council along with
the clivilian .ministers, and their joint decl-
slons are administered by the -hesd -of the
oouncil—who {8 required by the terms of the
decree to be the army’s secretary -of inkelli-
genoe. Another 'decree prohibited Cereae
fram prosecuting any miltary effivers far
political scrimes .committed in tthe last four

FERrs.
Altheugh Cereze faces prowimg pressare
to ‘hold -the armed forcez accountible for

their wiolence, he hns been wneble fo

comply. When -Christian Democrats st the
grass-roots level began jeining the call for
repeal «of the amnesty decrae -earber this
year. -Cerezo (gulokly .squelched the wmove.
This .spring he announced thet = :commis-
slon would begin werking 'on June 30 to in-
vestigate the thousemds of disappearances,
tmt was publicly pesshmistic abomt ite
chances of :getting access to.seoret 2y in-
formation. -On Jdly B he imdefiwitely post-
ponied plans for threcommission.

Meanwhile, the tountry’s -only Traman
rights orgsnizetiomn, the NMutuml Swuppoert

Graup (GAM), i grewing by the day. Miod-

elad -after the Mothers of the Plaza de Maye
in Argentina, the GAM is led Ly -a group ol
courageous women whoee ‘hushamds und
children heve disepperredl. "The ‘GAM Thas
publicly -called for an aesounting of ‘the
misslng and for trials, such as ‘those held in
Argentina in 1985, of the wofficers Tesponst-
ble. Relations with Cerezo are ‘becoming in-
creasingly straimed, ‘En ‘Wurch be urged ‘the

GAM to “stop belng masochistic and Torget

the past.” .

The army 45 confident that it heas pre-
vailed, *Do 'you '‘thivk -we've Telt Bbéhind -any
evidencs?” one-colonel tannted & journalist,
demanding to e gudied. “In Argentina-
there gre witnesses, there -are books, there
are ‘fiims, there 1s proef, Here in‘Guatenmla
there 1s none of that, Here there ere no-sur-
vivors.” This belief is widely dhared in Oua-
temela and In Weshington. Bat, freonmven-
{enitly for many, 1 i5'not ‘true; In Tact, ‘there
are survivors amd -people on the inside who

e
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will talk, including high-ranking officers
and the street-level killers they command.
There are still many obstacles to justice for
the Guatemalan military, but lack of evi-
dence is not among them.

“We are in a war,” explained Colonel
Edgar Djalma, a G-2 veteran who served as
army spokesman for most of the time from
1979 to 1984. “If under that concept it
means that the government has an appara-
tus dedicated to finding and eliminating
people of the left, to me that is perfectly
normal.” Djalma said that “a government
can use all existing forces: the army, the
police, the treasury police, . . . Each chief
of government may look to another repres-
give mpparatus or create his own.” The
point, he stressed, is the importance of G-2
coordination. He showed us 2 1980 memo in
which he wrote: “In the first phase, the in-
telligence section should be used above all
prior to repressive actions or clean-up oper-
ations.” .

Dialma’s matter-of-fact deséription is con-
tfirmed by General Benedicto Lucas Garcla,
the flamboyant and blunt former army
chief of staff and brother of an ex-presl-

_ dent. “If the G-2 wants to kill you they kill

you,” Benedicto told us. “They send out one
of their trucks with a hit squad, and that’s
it.” Benedicto says he knows that when his
brother, General Romeo Lucas Garcla, was
president from 1978 to 1082, the govern-
ment was responsible for at least 70 percent

‘of the assassinations and disappearances.

Benedicto blamed some of the violence on
common criminals and the guerrillas. The
insurgents, organized in three major groups,
have several thousand armed combatants
operating primarily in remote rural areas.
“When they've eliminated people,” Bene-
dicto said, “they've said so.” Last year one
Western intelligence official told us that the
guerrillas “*have been selective. They direct
thelr killlng toward the army, security
forces, and, to a lesser extent, the eivil pa-
trols.” The State Department's most recent
human rights report estimated that the
guerrillas had assassinated 59 military offi-
cials and 33 members of the civil defense
forces last year. There were & total of 304
“clvilian non-combatant deaths” In the
entire country in 1985 (fewer than reported
by Amnesty International, the Organization
of American States, and other human rights
groups), according to the State Department,
The report included accounts attributing 28
of these killings to the guerrillas.

Benedicto claims that most of the killings
during his brothér's administration were di-
rected by his brother's top aldes, not by
Romeo Lucas himself. But Reul Garcia
Granados, a cousin of the Lucas brothers
and Romeo Lucas’s chief adviser, makes no

aitempt to avoid responsibility. He ex--

plained to us that “the death squads were
organized under the patronage and the ap-
proval of the government and the army, be-
cause it was the only way to fight guerrillas.
The [death squads] have the sympathy of
most of the Guatemalan people. They have
lists of people that are suspected to be com-
munists of whatever kind,” he said, “and
they kil them.” }

The lists and the philosophy behind them
date back to 1954, when a CIA-sponsored in-
vasion overthrew the left-leaning govern-
ment of Jacobo Arbenz, which Instituted a
land reform program and was supported by
the communists. The army sifted through
the confiscated membership records of
labor, peasant, and professional groups that
had supported Arbenz, and classified 70,000
people as communists. During the 1880s dos-
siers from the updated files were used by
the armed forces to destroy & left-wing guer-
rilla movement and other opponents. In
1068 Time magazine reported the chief of
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‘the U.S. military mission, Colenel John '

Webber, as saying that paramilitary groups
ruh by the army were “licensed to kill peas-
ants whom they considered guerrillas or "po-
tential guerrillas.'” By 1879 the National
Police were brazen enough to issue a press
release announcing that between January
and October of that year “1,224 criminals”
had- been killed by El Escuadron de la
Muerte (the Death Squad), and 3,252 “sub-
versives” by the Ejército Secrete Anticom-
munista {(Secret Anticommunist Army).
Throughout the early 1980s the army’s top
officers continued their assault on thase
they defined as the enemies of national se-
curity. In 1983 chief of state General Meila
Victores condemned the Guatemalan priest-
hood for “advocating totalitarian doc-
trines.” Twenty-four hours later Father Au-
gusto Ramirez Monasterio, & Franciscan su-
perior, was shot in the back as he fled an
armed forces van that had followed him
from his mother's house.

Thig is the military of which Cerezo, a3
commander in chief, now ostensibly has
control. In a series of recent interviews, a
veteran of the high command who has held

_genlor army posts since 1978 described how

the Guatemalan system works today. West-
ern intelligence officials and other high-
ranking Guatemalan officers have offered
similar accounts. This offlcer says that each
of the country’s military bases has a G-2
office whose function is “the elimination of
{ndividuals.” These offices report to the G-2
control center in the National Palace. The
G-2 In turn is overseen by the Army Gener-
al Staff and ultimately by the minister of
defense. Altogether G-2 employs more than
2,000 agents natlonwide, including about 100
full-time officers. The G-2 staff can also call

_ on the resources of any branch of the army

and security forces.

“There’s an archive and computer file on
journalists, students, leaders people of the
left, politicians, and so on,” the officer says.
This archive is maintained In the G-2 of-
fices on the fourth-floer terrace of the Na-
tional Palace, with copies in the adjacent
Presidential Annex. “The file will say where
the person was born, what party he belongs
to, and the most important incidents of his
Hie. One, for example, will say: ‘1957, par-
tieipated in such and such a worker's move-
ment; 1960, went into exile for the following
reason; 1872, returned to Guatemala; 1976,
participated In demonsiration in the univer-
sity. And finally, died on such and such
date.’ It never says who says responsible.”

The bureaucratic procedures for approv-
Ing the killing of a dissident are well-estab-
lished. “A local military commander has
someone they think is a problem,” the offi-
cer explains. “So they speak with G-2, and
G-2 consults its own archives and informa-
tion from Its agents and the police and, if all
coineide, it passes along & direct proposition
to the minister of defense. They say, ‘We
have analyzed the case of such and such
person in depth and this person is responsl-
ble for the following acis and we recom-
mend that we execute them.'”

The G-2 officers can also make their own
recommendations, “There is & weekly meet-
irig of the chiefs of the General Staff, and
they do an analysis of the [political] situa.
tion which is presented to the chief of
staff,” the officer says. “They give a politi-
cal appreciation. Such and such a union is
moving, who's behind it, who is the head.
Then the decision is taken, ‘All right, we'll
proceed.’” o

Prominent political dissidents get speclal
consideration. “When there is a big fish, G-
2 makes a presentation, they review all the
problems with the person, the objective of
the misslon, and thelr recommendation.
They can give three -options—disappear
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them, eliminate them in public, or simply -
Invite them to leave the country. ..."”
During the regime of general Mejia, for ex-

_ample, army chief of staff Rodolfc Lobos

Zamora, presidentlal chief- of stafl Pablo
Nuila Hub, and Mejfa himself often presided
at the meetings, according to those officer
and others.

At high-level meetings such as these, the
military decided In 1979 to assassinate the
country's two leading democratic politicans. -
The first was Alberto Fuentes Mohr, the
former foreign minister. He was machine-
gunned to death as he drove by & military
base in Guatemala City shortly after regis-
tering his new Social Democratic Party.
Two months later, Manuel Colom Argueta,
the charismatic former mayor of the cap-
ftal, was slain in downtown traffic while a
helicopter hovered overhead. Only one week
earlier, Colom Arguets had registered his
own new center-left political party.

Colonel Djalma says that he personally
worked on the G-2 investigation of Fuentes
Mohr, which concluded he was a commu-
nist. But Djalma says the decision to kill
Fuentes Mohr was made at a higher level.
According to two ranking officers who par-
ticlpated in the discussions, the plans to kill
the two politicians were relayed by General
David Cancinos, who was then minister of
defense and overseen by Colonel Heéctor
Montalvan, who was presidential chief of
staff. Montalvan declined to comment on
the charge. Montalvan's chief aide at the
time was an officer named Edgar Gedoy
Galtan. Earlier this year, the army appoint-
ed Colonel Godoy to be commander of the
G-2.

Beatriz Barrios’ name has been In G-2
files for several years. A schoolteacher and a
law student, she had been picked up by the
army twice in the last five years. Both times
she was freed after the intervention of a rel-
ative who Is a high-ranking military officer.
After the second abduction, she had gone to
the Canadian Embassy, which was quietly
running a refugee program that had spirited
dozens out of the country. The Canadians
moved quickly to book her on a flight to To-
ronto.

At the airport her reservation passed
across the desk of a colonel in the G-2 sec-
tion named Gilberto Barreda, who has an
office in a modest cubicle off the passenger
arrival corridor. Barrioa was due to leave
the country early on the morning of Decem-
ber 11. Hours before her scheduled depar-
ture, she phoned for a taxi from & friend’s
house. Either the cab was followed from the
friend’s house or the call was mond
over the G-2's intercept lines at the nation-
al phone company. Ten minutes into the
ride, the taxi was pulled over, Barrios was
dragged away by four heavily armed mein.

The next morning & G-2 army captain
named Armando Villegas was seen by &
group of his colleagues by the side of &
highway south of the capital standing over
Barrics' naked and mutilated body. A note
In Villegas' handwriting had been placed on
the corps, saying, “Faltan Mas"—"More to
come.” After the killing, Captain Villegas
was made a director of Cerezo’s presidential
guard. His superior at the time, General
Jaime Hernandes, has been chosen by the
army as Cerezo's minister of defense.

One common assumption in Guatemala
and the United States is that all the disap-
peared are dead. Clearly, most are, Accord-
ing to Amnesty International, “many thou-
sands” have disappeared In recent years; the
army sdmits to no political prisoners. But
testimony of survivers and G-2 officials In-
dicates that between capture and execution -
dozens and perhaps &s ‘many a5 & hundred -
deseparecidos can be found at any given
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ilme dn the netwerk of chmdesune G-2
delding-centers.

These centers range from ordinary-look-
Jorg civilian homes to vordoned-oif sectors of
army baseg. For example, 4 treeshaded
amnsion at 5-15 .Seventh Ave,, Zone ‘9, in
sthe capital was used in 1983 as . a secret
prison and interrogation center. As of early
1986, -desaparecidos were being held at the
Jheadquarters of @ security force caliad the
Ambulant Military Police (PMA) outside
the capital. The prisoners were held in cells
hidden behind a conceated door dn 2 build-
ing next to the seccer field. Another center,
in operation at least until Cerezo's election,
s Jocated in the mountains of the Atlantic
coast putside the town of Playa Grande, ac-
cordimg to agenis wha have worked there as
guards,

All legal efiorts to learn the location of
G-2 renters have been thwarted. Last Sep-
tember the mother of Pernando de Ja Roca
Elfas was able to record the license numbers
‘of two cars used in her son’s abduction, She
wernt 1o the Guztemalan Supreme Court to
Torce the governrment to release the idernti-
ties o1 the vehicles' owners. In an nnprece-
dented—and thus Tar unrepeated—decision
the court ordered the govermment to
romply. One ear, plate P-T517T7, is registered
to the Ministry of Defense; the other, plate
P-253217, is assigned to 1he Cu=artel Gener-
€l, the country's largest military base. Mili-
tary sources also shy that three peasant co-
op members from the town of Patwan dwb-
ducted by 5 G-E onit last April 24 were still
wlive enrler this year =nd being held on the
grounds of Currte] Generdl. ITn Jemugry the
srmy eppointed the commander of this
bege, General Béctor Alejendro Gramaio, as
Cereen's army chiefl of staff.

A Tew lucky enough to escape or be freed
from the (-2 system have told thelr storles.
Jim Poldenow, ®n Amerlcan minister, was
dragged from his car at gunpoint In 1982
and ‘taken'to o holding center where interro-
eators displaved a rack, electric-eattle prods,
and metal-tipped sticks they ssid were used
for ‘breakine Yores. ‘A friend of Boldenow in-
formed ‘the U5, Bmbeesy of the Kidnapping,
xnd ey offivials contacted then-<chief
of state Gerreral Efrain Rios Montt, He per-
sonelly rediced the holding cetiter ami or-
dcred BolGenow's relesse. -

Imst -year B lébor lawrer named Ramiro
Ruiz Palma was tipped off by a friend that

~ he was “‘on a list.™ He was able to have &
contaet within the government peruse his
G-2 fite. The ‘G-2 hed -discovered ‘that Ruiz
Palnm ‘had ‘advised a union st the Barnk of
Guatenmla and made trips to Argentina and
Mexico. "They voncloded thet he was “a
. Niarxist”” and had marked him Tor éimina.
tion. He fled the country. Twe weeks later, &
wnion leadler, Julio Odlse, was snatched from
astreet corner and irterrogsted nbout Rulz
Palmu's @eparture. Celso says he was tdken
te a house downtown, where ‘he cowld hear
prisoners screaming in other rooms. CTéelso
was strepped to & bloodsesked mattress and
threatened with a syringe. ‘Only pressure on
the army from friends in the US. labor
movement secured Celsd's Telease 24 hours

/A persomml connection to a senior officer
or T2 employee hes become one of ‘the

raore welued Telgtionships ameong the mifdle.

and upper chsses -of ‘Gurtemala City. ‘Only
they canlet relatives know the status-of «is-
appeared persons, how they ere fmring in
clandestine detentien, and when they mre
executted. Por -example, the mother of an
agronomist named Jorge Roasal Paz, whodis-
appeared in 1985, was consoled o Teceive
from her-G-2 xontact at least 3 memento of
herson: his tdentity card phioto.

Afew are still willing to:speak out:public-
ly against the system of politieal violence.
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“They [the mllitary] have created a climale
-of bderror,” save Archbishop Prospero Pensa-
dos, “a form of psychological torture, of
ronstant uncertainty.” Since becoming ithe
country's leeding bishop in 1984, Penados
has boldly denounced the army for a
number of specific kilings. Nonetheless,
Penados ratiozs his publie candor and keeps

his distance from the GAM, the outspoken -

human rights group. “In Guatemala, one
‘has to be very careful what one says,” he
explains, "“One walks saround with the
knowledge that they can kill you at any
time.”

Nineth Garela, 2 housewife in Guatemala
Tity, knows what Penados means. Her hus-
‘band disappeared In February 1934, After-
ward a squad of machine-gun-toting soldiers
Irom the government's special operations
brigade invited themselves into her house.
They laughingly told her that her hushand
was “inst a little bruised” and would be re-
leased in & few days. When he failed to
appear, she helped launch the GAM in June
1984. The last two people who attempted to
establish human rights organizations In the
country were both #ssassinated. ‘Today
Garcla, her eight-year-old daughter, and her
fellow GGAM survivors are the targets of fre-
guent death thrents. Bhe says she now regu-
lerly receives phone calls late at night in
which a tape-recorded voice describes her
upcoming funeral ard sterts to laugh.

The GAM s the only group left in the
countty that will publicly vonfroot ‘the
army. Last year Gencral Mejla denounced
the GAM as “‘a pressure group managed and
directed by the subversion, and voe that Is
meking problems for the peaceful Guatema-
lan population.” A police spokesmean added
that-the group "has reached such extremes
that it cannot be tolerated anymore.” Nine
days later Héctor Gomez, a baker active.in
the GAM, was abducted as he left .a meet-
ne. His body appeared the next day with
his tongue et out. Five days later, another
GAM leader named Rosaric Godey de
Cuevas, w'ho hod given a passionate speech
at Gomez's fupernl, was snatched from a
ghopping center along with her brother end
two-year-cld son. Her reped =nd mutllated
body was found In her car; the baby's fin-
gernafls had been torn out,

When we asked General Mefla about the
imcidents &t f press voriference last Novem-
‘ber, he denled that either case was 8 homi-
cide. He sald that the Godoys had perished
“in-a traffic accldent.” When asked how the
baby hmd lost his fingernalls in car erash,
Mejin Teplied that the existence of that
mjury—which wss witnessed and photo-
graphed 'wt the wake—was “disinformatton.”

President Cerezo told us thset he at-
tributes ‘the killing of the GAM leaders to
agents of the DIT. Cerezo says he is “con-
vinced that the decision was mude at the
highest leve] of the government.” Milltary
officiale imreodved in the operation vonfirm
this view. They say thati u team headed by
Jalme Martinez Jiménez, then the chief of
the DIT homicide division. carried out ‘the
killings. ‘They say he was acting on the

orders relayed By Colonel Carlos Dorentes -

Marroquin, who was then ‘the G-2 com-
mander. Dorantes refused ‘to comment
#ghout the GAM killings. Martinez, these
seurces suy, was sapervised by army lieuten-

ant colondl Juan Mendez. This FPebruery,

when the DIT offices were raided, Jeime
Martinez ‘was nowhere to be found. He had
been ioformed of the raid in -advance and
chose te stay home.

It s ‘hard to say who would -be -more
stumned by justice for the Gudtemsalan mill-
tery: the victims or ‘the army. The officers
.and :obligarchs ‘who irun ‘Guatemsla are ac-
customed to :eliminsting reformist dhalleng-

ers and dismissing the shaken survivors with-
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gesturés of amused contempt. Genersl
Mejin has expleined the country's thronic
violence as “‘a folkloric problem that began
with Cain mnd Abel. ... The problem is
‘that .nobody is content with anybody.™

In a statement as bold as any made under
previous military regimes, the army recently
acknowledged that the Killings of recent
years had indeed been official government
policy. Defending the decree that gives am-
nesty te all officers, the garmy said the meas-
ure wes needed “to mvoid reprisels agsainst
government functiomaries who, with the
framework -and jurisdicdon ... of iheir
public functions, may mve .afterward
become the object of controversy.”

Guatemalsz’s bureaucracy of death ap-.

pears more comfortably entrenched than at
nny time since the mid-1960s. The abolition
of the DIT, a group of expendable civilians,
has won the armed forces international
praise, while [5-2's assassinations continue
as before, A popular clvilian president tan
now renegotinte the country's foreign debt
and secure economic #id For the country's
niling agricaltural exporters—impossible

under the previous military regimes. Artl

despite earlier statemenis that he would tol-
erate no repression on his watch, Crrezn has
yet to denounce a single srmy killing. Thris
May his interior minister said that pelitical
murders are no longer a problem.

Cerezo surely would be far more willing to
pursue prosecittion of mikitary officers if ‘he
did not feel that it threatened the survival
of :his govermment. If, for -example, the
Reagan -administration publicly condemmed
the military's oneoing crimes, and . support-
ed efforts to- hold the army officinls me-
countable, the dream of ending the mil-
tary's reigm of terror wordd become a real,
though distant, possibility. -Stete Depart-
ment officials clalm thet private diplomacy
can work, lesving little prospect that the
Reagan administration will .ge publie. Yet
still there is a feeling In Guatemsala that un-
predictable Torces have been loosed and timat
the final disposition of the country's'G-2:as-
smssing 1s ‘a story yet to unfeld, At Cerazo’s
mesuguration, engry crowds pst upon ‘army
trucks and shook thelr fists, crying, “ese-
sinos!” In 'his first five months in -office,
Cerezo has received hundreds of letters—
sonte frem the friends snd relatives -of vic-
tims, some from government insiders—de-
roaneing epecific mmarders Bnd ‘abductions.
and naming the officers responsible.

After hearing the pleas of GAM members

‘a year ago, General Meial replied: *You

have stated that there are secset prisons—
clandestine--and that your sons are salive.
You have been given every ‘means available
Eto locwte theml. You can go wherever you
Ike. ‘Where are ‘these clandestine 'prisons?
Where are these Tamily memibers? ... I
don’t ‘Know where they .are. When you Tind
out, let me know.”

The general may be gettlng BN ANSWer
sooner than he expected.

A COMPROMISE PROPOSAL FOR
CIVIL RICO :

HON. JOHN CUNYERS. JR.
-OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES
‘Thursdoy, June 26, 1986
Mr. TONYERS. Mr. Speaker, during the
99th Congress, the Subcommittee -an Criminal
Justice, has held -eight hearings .on the pro-
posad changes in the Racketeor Influenced

and Corrupt Crganizations Act [RICT. Turing
these heafings representatives. of the ‘busi-
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