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Nicaragua. Sandlnistas, MISUA&SATA and the Rights of | the Miskitos,
o Sumus end Ramgs S , _ R -
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Histefical,Beckground

Begore 1513, when the Spanlsh explorer Nunez de. Ealboa entered
Central Amerlca, the region was wholley occupled by 1nd_gencus
:'nations 1ncluding dle Maya and the yeoples now known as the ‘
Mlskitos, Sumas and Ramas. For about 150 years the Spanish
n establlened colonies rnnd companles emong the orlginel enhabitants
enslaving‘many to sult-the economic.needs of the various settlements.
The Snanieh claimed the aboriglnal territories as’ their own wit hout.
.other Euronean interferrence until 1678 when, after a decade of
colonial exploration in . the reglon by the qritlsh, LhelP buccaneers
7nstablished a settlement in what is now Belize In that year
Lhe'BfitiSh proclaimed a “quasi pfOtGGtOPate" ovar the N@sklto
peoples lsnated on a coaatal strlp running from what is now the
northern,coast of ondures to the OLGS)Ht da§ t01nd ry between
Niearagua and Goasta {ica. The Miskitos (the present name is
‘a'eO?fujtionlzf "ouskst" so enwlied_tecanse the—eoorlgjnel population
:heloed the bucaneefs:“run mneketsoanlother‘weapbns" in'suﬁﬁort'of
Britlsh attacks on the Snanlen ﬁio'wore.worhin& fo remove'tha _
-zﬁritlsh preeence Irom'the Zust coast o“'Centrel Amerlca;. By
fformel treetyftﬁ%j%;;g?$§§#CPown agreed'to nrotect the hiskihpe.
from attacks by the Spanish and insure Miekitus sovereignty over
thelr traditional terrltorv "fhe reserve: terw1tory of the )
mesgaltﬁs“;mas ruled by & series of 11QXito kings for 216 yoars
until 1894 ﬁhen Spanlen‘Nicaragua,invaaed 1Lck1to terfltorJ and
seer t .4 dominfon end c?ntroi;' Ttil this blie ziéxﬂﬁﬁ the
Wiskito "prObectofate“'nad lited in'qniet coeiietance.with Niearegua

(wh;ch hud achiﬂved ledeeendenee from Spain in 1821). Jose Sentos
direetee,uhe inva31on

: _Z_Zelaya,‘ P‘parzioeﬂt of' ‘T‘s ca a'rua at the tlme,
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of_the Minkito pPote¢toPate. From 18Q4 to une nreeent day
.;all sncceeding Nicafégnan govarnments have clalmed the misklto
'gProtecto atenﬁs & part of Nicaragua. (Indeed some PlSkltO‘.
'-Occupipd terrltorv in Houduraq to the north remains a contested
area)f' Zelaya‘q r in as Pre51dent was a p\rlod dur*ng whlch
‘great wealth.and control over ylantafion; was concenira
.'n+he handS'of the Pfaéﬁdé*i-un‘ nis ussoc tates 7?%Lan WO nmerICGn
{U.S.) advenxurers were executed by Zeleya's vrivate nollce in
1909 the Unlted States used this event as the rexson to Antervene -
dinlomaticany and. ?ﬁif;'rt%.l mto ';Tiga;’"ﬂgua‘wérinter’naa._affair's,.
-aalava ‘left the country to becomé & >x1*euLaavinn the cbuntrg-
'pin & stste of “near—anarchy“ and econopic depre531on. _Ffbm
’.1909 to 1933 the Unlted States l:ﬁ%g 1y governed icaragua
. and controlled every mxrt of’ 1ts economy. It was during this tlme
- that the British completely w1thdrew its nolitica! influence
.;;n connsction with ‘the mlSkitO Protectordté in. recognltion of"
the United State S dominating ‘nfluence in the Région.
The United States clalmed that its "flanitest Destiny" included
all of Centra'l Amerlca with p.rticular éwpha31s being placed
.on what would become the Panama Canal,and U S. conce531ons
(agreed to with tfe Vicaraguan Governmentz P r the zight to build
a future canal tnrpugh the area which now 1ncludes the Nlcaraguan-
and COSfa Rican boundary), Whe Wlsklto and &helr frisnds the

Sumus, and {amas were 1oat in thel"gunboat,diplomacy of the

* United States and the Weakening nower of the ‘United Klngdom.

';?péince the turn of the century, the 118kit08 have saught to mainbaln -

a distance from the various Nlcaraguan governments (cantered in
the Westy uhrough efforts of aecomadations and pgg;g; for their

"-Vldenpendence.i The Mlskitos, Sumus and ?amas nad not

politically
l_participted in the Ni¢araguan governments untbil tg_;_i%f,“’
s July 20 1979 establishment 0
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. political «nd diplomatic pressure after years of indulgence,

‘coup and installs an uncle as provisional president. Miskito,

junta. Tt was as a part of the NMISURASATA coalition (Miskito,

Sumo; Rama, Sandinistal Asla Takanka Wayah, Mayangna, Rama

fBandino Balma Kérahk; and Aslah’Kalahna PacfafSumukitna'Rgma

Saninoiﬁmuéik) which was formed shorﬁly aftér.thé,junta assumed

-:'governﬁental control, that the Miskito became participantsrin_

aé . Jatuﬁémé%s 3§Eazmd?

he tHe period of 1933 to 1979 the following chronology

the Nicaraguan Governmeht; 7Fﬁ$&£7' »

_of events ocqurred'to'éontributé to' the present politicul d reum-

stances surrounding:thermiskito, Sumu and Rama peoplies:

1933: After neérly 215Years,'U.S. vMarines occupjing-

. Nicaragua &are withdrewn. To ensurs stability the United States
trains, equips and structures the Nicaraguan National Guard.
. Tts first commander, hadn-picked by the U.S. ambassador, 1s

the euwrrent MNiecaraguen PreSi&ﬁﬂt‘%—¥0&ﬂg&¥—b¥9%hﬁih_Anasta810:
Somoza Garcia. General Augusto Gésar sandinp, refuses continuing

“involvement of US in Nicaraguén internal affairs, carries out

guerrilla attacks to oust US presgence. " 3legarded PV Y Id4
by many Nicaraguans as their sincerest patriot, Sandino was

applauded by Latin smericens generally, who jook puckish satisfactl

in the 'bandit'! who eluded the American marines,

1934: After Sandino had finally laid down-hiS'azms,-he wa.s
treacherously shot by officers of the guardia. His death removes
the last armsd obstacle to the establishment of dictatorizl rule
by whom-ever controls the "nonpertisan® Natioml Guard. -

1936t A suspect election ratifies the ineviteble: Somoza
Garcia assumes the presidency and remains commander-in-chief of"
the Nationcl Guard. Civilian_politicians appeal Yise the United

States to reinstate a democrat ic process,.but to0 nof avail.

. 1937: Somozae gradually extends his power by putting many
essential state_services-nincluding‘postal,,communications; and
customs=-under command of his N-tional Guard. - Control of these
sntepprises enables Somoza to establish a lucrative spoils
system for his top officers, thus apsuring their support.

19473 Strong'internal_oppdstion, dbmbjnéd with TU.S.

force Somoza not to run for reelection, His successor surprise
everyone by trying to vgruly act as president.” After less tha
one month Somoza -= who still controls the Guard ~- stages &

S !

Sume and Rama gopulations are largely lgnored except ® I thelir
Cheap  labor. The benefipts from coffee and sugar exports

_ are controlled by Somoza and a number of top officers -in the |

guardia. political power and control over areals agricultural

economy is further consolidated in the west. Miskitos accoumodate

‘Somoza as long as thebs is no direct government intervention
into Atlantic coastal tribal affairs. . -

@
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1951: Absorbgd by the "Cold War' with Russia, the United
“States does not @ ést as Somoza regains the presidency. He
uses two tactics thut become fixtures of Nicaraguan politics: -
fradulent slections overseen by the ardia ani political pacts
between ruling economic and political%miiitary families. R

<L

Somoza Garcie is assassinatad in the town
Tic eldsst son, Luis Somoza Debavle, 1s irmuediately . -
‘designated president. Using—the same family'political structure ----

1. Somoza exploits U.S. fears over ustensible -
Grist subversion in Central and So-th america. Hs demonstrates
nis allegiance by allowing the US §IA to operate from Nicaragua
during ite successful effort to overthrow a democraticully elected
Mprog cessive" government in Guatemala. In retun Nicarague receives
more T.S. militardy aid per capita than any other Central Aneri can
or South american country. ' I

m-m=30p0za Debayle 1s 3lsct:d to =& full tspw in 19237. Genersl
Anastasic Sowoza Debayla, the second elészi «orn and & Wgst Point
sreducte, -ssumss commsnd of the Natiom 1 Guard. '

' 1961: Nicaragua 1s aga’n used as & CIA stazing groumd, this time
in an attempt to overthrow Fidel Castro, but the Bay of Pigs invasia
of Cuba fails. Ths CIi relys hesavily on monitoring points located
~in Kiskito tsrritory -- marticularly at the strategict village .of
Puerto Csbezas -- and the northeastsrn coast which 1s located &
short distance from the southerncoast of Cuba. Nicdraguan presence

in Miskito territory(along 'with US CIA and other US military) in--
creases Miskito concerng¢s and minor clasghes begin to emerge. -Cuban
revolutionary successes insplre the bellief thatl liiskitgs ean

regain control over thelr territory.

1962: Followers of upponents to US presence in Nicaragua
" begin to organize. Niskito opposition to Somoza Nicaragugn
presence in HMiskito territory builds. Niskito demand that their :
rights to their territories be respected. Sandinista Natlonal e
" Liberation Front (BSLN) is formed in Havana and recelves money., )
arms and trel ning from Castro. 'An increase in U.S, militiary { count er=
 insurgency) aid helps the Guard inflict heavy losses on the FSLN,
- which falls to attract mueh active support among the opulacea.
 Cuban backing wanes. AUSkles %ﬁs ) ey LTI TE i@ufpfz%fﬁ’s
' 1 > atebnals, " il _ mazu%::il

the fﬁg mf*»-n : 1967; Miskito, Sumu snd 3ama organize public demonstrations 4 B
Eﬁlﬁﬁﬁﬁp. " while other Hicaraguan public demonstrations are put down violently

w P by the Guard. The highest military and eivilian posts are mce '

et - SV again combined, this time in the person of General Anastasio

A}Pf’f“ ! Somoza Debayle. MNiskito opposition leaders discuss collaborat ion

-t with the FSLN. 4 major condibion of  agreement is that Miskito

iy

territory will be ruled by Miskitos as a separate state Wth ;

: reprasentation in a new goyvernment once Anastasio Somosa 1s overthrowﬁ
. ﬂlssbfn Doided mactings @re. Gocrsgtod bothy fuasfid. - leaders enneytok #a
_aﬂfﬂh@ﬁgﬁia 1972 As his term in office ends, Somoza negotiates another

pact with the established opposition ineluding elements of the

FSLN to “share the presidency.” Somozag§till remains commander-
in-chief of the National Guard. The trid¥irate rules uni S
December, when an'aarthauakedemO'gshes_ e'cﬁmmggcai %egé%p,of'; PR
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jan.gua. Hore than 18,000 persons are dead and 170,000 more are
1eft homeless., The National Guard assumes control during the
gtate.of. emergencys. More than $170 million in.food, medical supplies
and reconstruction aid arrives. The supplies first go to members

~of the guardis - and their fanilies, and what is left of the d mied
goods is sold to the poor. o '

, 1973 - 19743 European donors eventually cut off funds,
convinced that earthquake aid is being mismanaged and diverted to
-30moza and wealth,families. Somoza, rules by decreeand his -
cronies engage in” unprecedented seculation, blackmarketeering and
other corruption during the d ow rebuilding of Managua. Somoza
funs for a second presidential term with little or no oprosition.

A few Sandinistas shock the counbry and Somoza by hold ng several
- mzmbers of the regime hostage with demands for $1_million-in'ragﬁom,
. x2@ the release of some F3uL7 rrigoners =nd free passage on & flight
to Cuba. Somoza accepts the conditions and subseguently declares a
n"otate of siege." Many Miskito leaders have acquiessed to Somoza.
© some opposition st11l remainsew &lpromise . . -

1975 - 1976: US increassas military ‘ald to ths Somoza Regime
by 100 percent. gomoza counter attacks apgainst the Sandinistas
"and a wave of country-wide repression commences. The press 1is cen®» red
and. scores of persons allegedly sympathetic to the Sandinistas are
arrested ineluding a few Miskitos. Many Miskitos are murdered and
buried in mass graves. The sandinistas suffer hesvy losses including -
the death of their founder, Carlos Fonsega Amador.. To preserve

. Miskito, Suma and 3ama gommunities tribal leaders affirm their
support of the Somosa Regime, while some Miskitos individually
“support the Sandinista insurgent#s. I - '

1977: Efforts are mede in the US Congress to cut off military
aid to the Somoga regime after Catholic bishops in Nicaragua
accuse the Nationsl Guard of "humiliating and inhuman treatment
ranging from torutre and rape to summary exec tion." Many lMiskitos
- =-raferred to &s peasants--are described in this denunciationd
. ag having been targets. The military aid attempts fail in part
- because the Carter administration opposes: the @ubt-off and Somoza
"hires a public relations firm to lobby in Washington agd nst j{t.-

Confident that the Sandinistas have been eliminuted as a threab
Somoza 1lifts mertisal law in September. ~In October a reinvigorated
Saninista organization attacks five uardia cutposts. These _
attacks mark the emergsnce of the Tnsurrectional Tendency, & factim
which advocates unifying all forcess opposszd to Somoza regardless

of class. Important elements of the Miskito, Sumu and Rama communitie
“have won agreement with the Sandinistas that their territory will

be under their rule following the overthrow of Somosa. Miskito
communities are somewhat fragmented but overwhelmingdy support
 efforts to remove Somosa and his’ regime. S

_ 1978: Pedro Joaguin Chamorro, a newspaper editor and .
prominent op:zosition leaders, is assassinated and spontaneous riots
srupt throughout the country, jnciuding towns and villages in
Miskito territory.,s Business 1saders call for a nationwlde strike
to last until Qomoza suibmits his resignation. While about 80%
effective the strike falls to force Somozads resignation. Business
lesders privetely appeal %o the United States to ease Somoza out .
which it refuses to do. -Instead the Carter administrat%on'c%lls'for“r

& %dialogue" between Scmoza and the opposition, The number ©
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MiSkitoé and Nicaraguéns who rally in supportlthé Sandiﬁistas'and
reject U.S. intervention YacTeasetw ‘

T

After momths of sporadic violence throughout Nicaragua and Mlskito :
territory the BSLN seizes the National Palace, taking 1500 hostages.
Somogza is embarrassed and forced to allow the Sandinistas safe .~
p..ssage to Panama and "thousands of Nicaraguans cheer the procession
to the airport# Strikes and mass $iolence errupts in the largest
cities. -Hundreds of persons, particularly teen-age boys, are L

. summarily executed by the Nationsl Guard. The Carter Administration
cuts off all military ald. o S o

, " .1978:; Under the auspices of the Organizatlon of American
States th: Carter Adulnistration arranges talks to bring an end to
the .crisis, but the adminlstratioa's aim is to prevent any takeover
that includes . the PSLN. FSLY delegates walk out of the negotiatioms,
leaving the luargely discredited rspresentatives of the tradit lonal
opposition to negotlate with Somoza. ‘Somoza usesthe time of
negotiations to rearm and regroup his forces with aid from some _
gouth American countries like Argentina and the purchase of bl ck-
market military hardweare. Private gun runners are sell ing weapons
and other armaments I'rom Florida, Honduras and Costa Rica. Many
of the armements originate with Israel, Brazil, finited States,
Westeb Germany, the Soviet Union and are sold through priwate
concerns on the blackmarket. - - SR ' '

1979: .Negotiations between Somoza and the traditional
“opposition collapse and Somoza vows toO serve out hisg full :
‘term. By March both sides are preparing for another round of fight-
ing. ‘The FSLN announce unification of all factions undsr a joint
command, and commitbees of defense in every mm jor city prepare br
war. 4 Provisional government representing ¥SLN factions is fo med .
in Costa Rica. The Sandinistas laukh their "final offensive” with
the result that their foreces controlled 20 cities and vi ftuvally all
of the countryside by June. The Orga-ization of American States
calls for Somoza's resignation, and five Central and South American
. countries inecluding Costa Rica gAYF break diplomstic relstions with
‘the Regime. The US abqndons its op~osition to FSLYN partid patioen
'in a new government but attempts to dictate changes in the provisi om.}
~ junta that has been formed in Costa 3ica. US intervention delays ~ _
Somoza's departure and prolongs the war for weeks. Somoza is finally
forgced to flee the country. His successor refuses at first to red gn
in favor of ths new government; he finally rd ents under intense '
Pressure from US awbassador , but not untill. the Natiom 1 Guard
disintegrgtes in confusion, . The forces of the FSLN entsr Managus,
followed by the provisi onal govsrmment on July 0. oy
During the wesks and woghs that followed a naw constliitlon was
formilatsd which incliuded participation in the govarnment ifor

slectad officials representing each of the departments. The Miskitos,

- Sumus eznd 3lamas were to be represeantod tirough 4 coalition organizatic
-ereated undeir the constitution with the acronim uISUALATA, , :



" Demograzhics of the reserve Territory of tn: kiskitos

The boundaries of the kiskito .ieserve Territory are the same as
the Department of Zelaya which m kes up about 2/3 of the. entire
area of Nicaragua which has cn spes of 57,143 sqguare milles. Misklito
“tearritory (not iancluding parte of Hondupras) contains absut 835,000 saurs
. miles-- an area about the size of the state of Indiana. . ' _
~The MNiskilto's territory has a population of about 200,000 people.
One hundred-twenty thousand people are Miskitos, 10,000 are Sumus,
1,000 are Ramas, 8,000 are descendents of Arawaks, Africans and
Antillians; and 50,000 are mestesos. The ind zenous populstlons
~ live in 250 communities FAéh/YAE// all along the coastal strip
" and toward the interior up to the mountains ” - :

According to MISURASATA statistics provided in 1981 ouniy 13% of

the. Niskito, Sumu, irswak/African/antillian, and zama population

are literate. Native-languages'are*svoken~nithin sach Trou: though
the majority speal English or spanish or both. Most of the indi genous
comrunities huve subsistance economies derendent on agriculture and
fishing. ‘ : ' '

The vrinciple agricultural sroducts vraduced in the ¥iskito Territory
include bananas, cotton, frait =nd juccas Shellfish, turtles, <nd
_assorted ocean golng snd freshw. ter fish are taken. Large deposlits
of gold, silvar, and oil are located in the northern part of the
territory while soit ana hard wood forests cover the tropical plains.

Village organization:

The 250 indigenous villages and towns aras swnca organizsd with a
two tier decision ma’ln: stricture. Th2 older mnpeople &re heads
of famil¥es or family groupings. Tt 1= the older peorle whro hold
"~ the princinle decision making power. The influencs of these Dpzorle
over community affairs is both significant and wide renging.  The
"educuted" woung (ranging in age from eboub 25 tc 38 y=sars are the
most active in external_political,organization and deasl with
Nicaragusan officials. ‘Educsationg of the few had given rise to
suspicion about their motives among villagers «<nd the more tradl tional
 elements of the comminities. The younger seducet sd members of
various communities nave tended to vlay an_active—roleriﬁ the
"liberal/conservative“jpolitics of the Nicaraguans while the
" older, more traditional paople have tendsd to occupy tnemselves
with comrunity and family politics. ' T

MISURASATA: Its relgtionship to communities and the Sandinista Junﬂa.

Following the assumption of power by the Sandinista Junta on July 20,
1979 the Miskito, Suwmu and Rame leadership demanded a political role
" in the new govermnment. This demand was in keeping with sarlier
- uynderstandings made between Sandinista (FSLN) organizers and Miskito
activists in the years before the overthrow of Anastasio Somoza.
Within months following assumption,of-governmental control, the ‘
s nista leadership agreed to & uthorize the creation of a Miskito,
Sumu and Rama coalition organization MISURASATA which would have
one representative who would &it in the lagislative assembly of -
the new government. - MISURASATA would function as the goclal, economic

| %E‘ia%ﬁ“ﬁ%%%ﬁ%ﬁ%f-Smﬁﬁa‘éﬁei%z‘*g%gﬁf%e%c3%8et}eﬁxﬂ-%%a%siﬂ%comie:
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and cultural develOpment of the indigenous péoﬁles of the-depaftma1t ’

. of Zelaya, MISURASATA was structured to linclude rive administrative
“regions as follows: Northeust Agdfh Region, headquartered in Puerto

Babezas; Rio Coco Region, hsadquartered in Waspan; Mine Region,
neadquartered in Roslta; S$South Region, hsadguartered In Bluefislds;

‘and Raudale Region, headguartered in Raiti, representatives fram

each of the 250 indigenous villages partid pated in the organi zation
through each of the regional administrative units. Unitl February
1981 Steadman Fagoth Muller was the principle leader of MISURASATA.

The internationa! Relations coordinator of the organization (as
of February 18, 198l1) was Norman Cambell Smithe. Armondy Rojas Smith

~was the representative from the Miskito Territory to thw World

Council of Indigenous Peoples until he was removed in the Fall of

’ 19800

The roots of MISURASATA can be foundmbhe establishment of local
Tndiun organizations along the Coco River in the early 1960s. In
1967 the first national Indian organization, asLPUNMISU, was formed’
to vrotect "the Indians! right to land and natural resources"
against the moves toward “natienalization” of Indien lands and
natural resources by the Anastasio Somoza regime. Before the .
19608 the principle external presence in the -Atlantic coastal’
region of the Miskitos was United States timber and mining
companies. The most recent of these companies was the U.S.

Nicardka Longleaf Pine Lumber Company {NIPCOj which opened large-
scale lumbering activites on extensive pine forests in northeast
Zelaye Department. Within a few short years the pine forestbsh
were completely depaeted, and plans for reforestation were drpped
by the company in fathor of paying a higher export tax to the
‘Somoza regime. Indlans were removed from the now depleted O rest
ranges giving rise to complaints against the Somoza re ims by. S
the Indian population. Serneda.’nelurnlosed” Hose (= andd Borvshs, :
“Alpromisu was formed to reverse the adverse impact of Somozds L
nationalization programs inside Indian territories, . Charging
Alpromisu with ahti-government activities, separatism, reglionalism
“and associating with foreign enemies Somosa's guardia freguently
disrupted Alpromisu meetings and frequently-jaiied Apromisu
officials. During the intervening years until 1979, Indian leaders
cort inued to demend that Indian land rights be preserved and that
 the Nicraguan government of Sumoza not attempl to extend its ., '
economic and political authority over Indian territoriess &mjﬁﬁ.
1979 Miskitos, Sumi and Rama leaders were unwilling to give up
thelr local organizations soc they replaced Alpromisu with-a new
‘national organization called MISUSASATA {(vhich means: Miskito,
Sumu, 3lama and Sandinistas working togetherj. Through MISURASATA
.the new government began to promote opportunities for bilingual
education, agraécultural assistance and wresentation within the
Sandinista Council of State. In August of 1980 the Sand inista

. Junta announced neéw plans for nationalizing lands on the Atlantic
Coast. MISURASATA qudckly obtained the Council of Statets approwal '

to postpone any mationalization until Indian ‘land claims wers
settled, In September of 1980 MISURASATA obtained a grant 8f funds

- from the US Bsed crgani-ation, Culbtw al Survival, for a study of
' Indian commnity land rights.on the Atlantic:Coast. The research

was completed in January 1981 and was submitted to the Natlom.l In-
stitute of Agrarian Reform (INRA), the National Institute of

. Natura . desources and the Envéromment (IRENA ths Natiom. : -
‘Institute (COAFOB) and the Nicaraguan Iéstit¢)é'of Mgnes ?C3ﬁ5§ﬁiﬁ37’




‘These organizatlions were respensible for helping to determine the
nsture and extent of the Indian communities’ rights to natural
resources. ' ' ' ' S
MISURASATA's efforts to proteet Ind‘an lund rights and a degree

of community control have been interpreted by non-Indisn Nicaraguans
as evidence of the (historical antipathy of the Miskitos toward '
Nicaragua's Spanish speaking population. Nicaraguans have charged
the Miskitos as being racist and separatist and therefore a threat
" to the revolution. As some indigenous observers end others have
-noted:,the Miskito reaction to the proposed nationalization of
“their lands and resources was not a product of some historge
opposition to "Spaniards” but rather, "3t was a respomse to a
perceived threat against their subsistence security and their.
gtatus as equals in relations with nation-states.™ ‘

is MISURASATA worked to ensure indian community rights to land and
natural resourcss in January of 1981 ‘accusations of raclsm, separatism
&nd an incipient reglonal revolt becams wmore widsly heard. In B
Febru.ry 1981, such =ccusations lead to the arrest of G5 MISURASATA
leaders by the Nicaraguan security forces. . o :

In Mid-May Steadman Fagth Muller, whowas arrested along with

other MISURASATA officials, was released from prison and fled’ -
- to Honduras where he was joined by an egtimated 3,000 Migkitos. '
- During the Summer of 1981, the Sandinista Goverment declarsd
the "integration of the Atlantiec Coast a prilority." The sardfinistas
“have now apparently made new efforts to work with the new provid énal
leadership of MISUIASATA to reduce tensions with the Indian
populationse. In December of 1981 the Sandinista Govermment made -

ef forts to secure international support for their efforts with

the Miskitos by requesting support of their revolution from
organizations like the Internatiom 1 Indian Treaty Council end

The World Councll of Indigen ous Peoples. The ITC announced its
public support for the Sandinista Junta while the WCIP offered

‘no public comment either in opposition or support.

In late Desmber 198l reports were circulated in the .interm tiomal
press statzdg that the ‘Sandinista government had sent troops’
acéross the border into Honduras to disrupt "enti-revolut ionary"
‘training camps set up by former members of Somoza's guard.a.

'Some of the reports indicated, though not confirmed, that five - -
hundred ¥lskitos were killed before the Saninista forces wi hdrewfe

" Newspaver reports in Jamuary and Febrme ry of 1982 withlin the
United States showed increased intereswt in relations between
the Miskitos and the Sandinista Junta. This interest was in
part dus to two stories developing in Nicaragua and in the
United States. . On February 10 there wes & report that the
Sandinista Junta "pesebtled" batween 8,500 to 10,000 wiskitos
from the northeastarn part of Zelave Denertmsat (in ths ars.  of
Puerto Gbezas to camps toward the interiors The Sandinistas
releassd & statement sdying that resettlement was necessary
to protect the tribal membelrls from reids and assaults being
initiatad by forner Somoza Cuards iocated across the bordsr - ‘
in Hondurase Reports thuab the MISUIASATA Organization released

a communique on February 14 stating that the Indiuns had been

bizeted to " o . _ o _ '
ggdjtﬁa% 510co%ﬁ%ngtggérgg%l%%gnp%u%%ﬂ?ﬁﬁ@geﬁS%uﬁégﬁaEEm?%@ﬁ%ﬁ. n
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- On ¥February 56th pewspaner re orte dagerived ZhedmdE Fazoth

iuller w8 having t?avalaivt0~@ashingtcﬁrD.C. to conferr with

- US stats Department officials and present testimony beb re

a‘Senate_Apprbpriation$ Subcormittee and the H\use’Interﬁational
Affairs subcommlttee. Fagoth charges the- Sa nista Junta with

" ‘committing grave numanrights viodations against ths ¥iskitos '

aavin% in part that, Indisns ars ;aing.”murdered, burned and buriled
e by-government-troops. ¥E or—a T whig t-tne s
spadinista Junta “have viclously-a et
Killipg—meny." -He further stated

- SEwN

dpriatioﬁa

o FW o seTH
to a Senate Appr

Subcommittée on Forelgn Operations that . Miskito_anti—government'

activity had "started when the Sandinistas first took pOWEX.

Elliot Abrgems, Assistant Secrétary of_Staté~féf'Hum&n Rights
stated on February 2oth vhat troops of the Sardiista regime

" have Y“vicilously attackad these Indian tribes, killing manye"
" Abrams was quoted u8 having agreed with Fagoths reports in
news conferences on the 26th of Februarye. : '

Upon the Geassion of .4 meeting with Nicaragua's ﬁew'ambassadof to
the United States, wrancisco Fiallos Navarro, nonald neagén _
condemed Nicaraguan policies toward the Miskitos andfscoldﬁﬂg*

‘the Sandinistas for "inviting alien influences and philosophies

Art o the,hemisphere.ﬁ'

- During the week ending Mureh 5 newspapers and electﬁonic media

in the United States were reporting, with greater.intensity,__
charges against the Sandinistas being Iﬁjéﬂ.levelediby.Fagoth.

Secretary of State Hailg, the US President and,Assisﬁant Secretary
Abrems have begome increasingly vocal about the situtation

of the Miskitos =- largely based on pemarks mude by Fagoths
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 The policies and practices of the. Sandinista goverpment . ‘/ﬁéﬁy/

markedly different from the predece
. snd. Jose Santos Zelaya. Unlike predecessor governments,

- goeial policy (characterized by bilingual langua%e. rograma “and
ne

| TRl Bgkts Fes: DOk, Sumie aee

Summafy Analysis:

Thérﬁiskito; Sumu'and'Rama,populatioﬁsrnavq had a long hisotry
"of relative isgolation from Nicraguan and Central American
politics until the period beingingtwenty years ago. The Migkitos

- have been a dominant force on the Atlantic Coast of Honduras and

Nicaraguas for more than three hundred years operating during the

ma jority of the time as a protectorate of Britaln and a seml-zutonomow
state from 1909 until 1961.  As a fercly independent psopls,they

have warded off attempts by the British, Spanish and the Nicaraguans

- to enchroach upon thelr territory. Bul, during the 1960s Nicarsgusa

‘made its first attempt to extend political power ofer the use of
Migkito 1lsnd and natural resources. Anastasio Somoza attemoted

to "nationalize“Miskito lands and certain natural resources-w-

& move which was roundly opposed by Miskito leaderss To counter
Somozats nationalization policies Miskitosf formed local community
organizations in 1963 to push for tribal land and m ral resow ¢eé
Rights.. The first national indigenous organization yga, ALPROMISU,
was established in 1967 ror the purpose of promoting Indian

Jand and natural resource rights. Somoza countered the Indigenous
organization by charging that it was raclst and separatist in

its policies. He gaught to forecibly disrupt the organization
through arrests of Indlan leaders and intimidation by the guardia.

MISURASATA, the succes gﬁﬂggganization of Alpromisu, aas attempted
to pa¥sué the same™pS11¢168 under the sandinista Regime which was

- established in 1979. Miskito leaders were charged with being racist

and separatis by the Sandinistas, and in SAffL G/ February of
1981 the_organizationsrleaders were jalled as counte revolutionaries.

The controversy between MISURASATA and the sandinistd Regime has
recently become & political football in the intensified propaganda
"war" between the United States and Nicaragua. This has ®me R

- gbout in large measure as & resuit of public statemeﬂts made by

Stedman Fagoth Muller, the former head of MISURASATA (fgwho has
lived in exile in Honduras since the spring of 198l. Fagoth has
aligned himself with former Samoza Naticnal: Guardsmen in Honduras,

 Guatamala, California and Florida. His comments in the Unk ed.

States have, as a consequence, been given wide press coverage
and extensive attention by US officials,. o ' : .
‘Since 1894 the Miskito, Sumusjand'aama_psoples nave been c& .f
in the midst of Nicaraguan political intrigues, The#r historle

- practice has been to ignore the political conflicts between land

owners, generals and politicians as long as thess controversies;
did not @ouch on indigenous interests and concerns. The Miskito
population is now caught in a much wider web of political intrigue
involving the "protectionist"maneuvers: of the United States in @

“the Carribean and Central imerica und the "revolutionary“yactivﬁtiesf

of the Sandinista Regime. . i | !

toward the indigenous populations of the Atlantic Coast apre not
ssor governments of Samoza
sarfinistas are attempting to develor an Magsimilationisth| g6Eye? -

offombe .

agricultural technical assistance programs) comb 3 t"Like‘

aimed at "integrating the Atlantic. Coast as a priority."
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i Anastasio Somoza iegime befors 1it, the Sandinistas have attempted
« .  to natipm lize Miskito territory in the face of Miskito oppositione
S The'Saﬂtnistas have come to recognize that the potential for:
windustrial development® of Nicaragua depends on the minerals,
0il and timber located in Miskito territory. Without these
resources Nicaragua is seen as unable to pay its forelgn debts
and attract foreign investment capitol. While their approach .
to "development of these natural resources is somewhat differeait
than Somoza's the Miskitos see the same threat to their territory
coming from the Sandinistas as they say eoming from Somoza. The
issuss of greatest concern to the Miskito, Swwmus and Rama is
indigenous land %%%%ﬁ%;;nal;mmmnuxmLlﬁgmzzé_agg_ﬁhg_iﬁszgéﬂia8
pPesence of the TiYd/Nicaraguan Military in their communitiesy
T il Eaea¥ , o o T
 Mostindigenous people do not have a full understanding of the
. political cnange in Managua; nor do they seem t0 be attracted.
to any g¥¥é/ of the ideologies endorsed by the combatants in
_ the West. Some educated Miskitos have aligned themselves with .
ideologies' among the 8andinistas, while others have aligned themselves
with supporters of Somoza. In practice, the Miskitos, Sumus and -
Ramas seem to reject either socalled "left and right? attempta
~ to assimilate them -- they reject all intrsusione into their -
~territory and commuiitiss. Des-ite the tendency Lo seek isolation
from conflicts around them, the Miskito, Sum and . Rama have . _
becoms a central focus of attention bscause of their rich lands :
: (Sandinistas) ame¢ thelr use as & political football in the _ v
N propaganda war between Washington D.C. and Managua.d&v@—af?i5£aﬁl, .
n . .aun l2nn oo tr Iabisr & commencinl Bb lAnes o

.'flgﬁwﬁThe Miskito, umu and Rama peoplses are faced with a serious . :

Eaat dilamma: The sssimilationist policles of the Sendinistas are

_g%@aﬁﬁtzjguﬂ repugnant to #IS.ITO social, cultural, economic and political

s i * interests just as the Somoza policies were because bobh governments
" fail to recognize and endorse indigenous land and natural reso w ce

rights. The Miskito territory is regarded bY the present regime

 in Nic;ragua'and'the United Statew as baing strategictly important .
 to sach. country because it fronts an area of the Carribean which - .
controlls .the main shipping lanes to-and from the Py mma. Canal,and

the Niskito territory is economically significent for its raw

- materisls -- meny of w ici were being daveloped by US companies .
but which are seen now as the econonic foundation of future develop~=
ment plans of the Sandinista government. The Kiskitos and their
territory are at the focal point for former Somozaite encroachm nts
"to establish a counterrevolutionary stand aginst the Saninista
Regime. In the face of Hicaraguan policies of assimmilation,
“conflict between Somozaites and Sandinistas, ane ®nflicts between
the United States and the Sandinista ragime which has become - - -

a part of the broader confrortation belween the US.and the USSR
now can the Miskito, Jumu and Rama peoples malntaln thelir own
cultural, politicel and EEFASALE territorial integrity? How can

. they maintain their relative Iindspendsnce as & people? :




‘The Natiohal Congress of americen Indlans is being drawn Into the
propaganic "war of words tetween the United States and Nicaragud.

 This has become ang increasing reallty Aue. to the recsnt disclosures

ﬁ‘mg&“qw&Jéﬂ#%ﬂmﬁﬁhma between them and then offer t6 fgecilitat

“gbout Sendinista/klskito rslztions delivered in the lw.st two months
by the former LISURASATA leader Stedman Fazoth tmller who receives =
boeking from the Somozalites in Honduras and Floride.. Ths US is
incread ngly focusing on the recent relocation of Miskitos from
the Puerto Cobezas rsgion of Zelaya Departrent as a justification

_for increuased US presende in Gerntne.l Americs and the coastal
weterg off Ligkito tsrritorye Bsoauss the NCAI is being drawn into

© the conbrovarsy én. Wocuuss 0aT hos established a new ooliey to

assist Indige.ous peovles oubside the TS by direct mesns =nd through -
the World Councll of Tndigenoug Peoples we apre compslled %O b
consider Initial options to deal with the crisls fecad by the
‘Jiskito, Sumu and fama peoDdlsd. | : R

" gotion 1. - . o . . S
- NCLT could remain nsutraltoward Us, Nicaraguan and liiskito
conflicts and hope the Miskitos will emerge relatively unscathed.

Option 2. e R

NGAT could respond to Ssndinista BI# request that we publiely
supprort the the revolution, oppose US intsrvention in Central
America and the Carribean and sncourage the Nicaraguan Government

_to withhold 1ts intentions to it egrate the Antlantic coast, and

insbesd implemenﬁ_a policy of semi-autonomy for yig<ito Territory
"as a protected state for a period of ten or twenly years. The
Nicaraguan govsrmment may be encouraged to sign & pact of non=
aggression znd provide militars defense of the territory with

the consent of the Miskito in exchange for ii1skito willingness

- to organize their own militia to oppose somozaite encroachments

from Honduras, Gubtamala andFlorida. - .

option 3.
. NGAI could agree to meet with the sandinista Junta, the, |
US State Department and the liskito leadership (inside and outside)
in an effort to persuade all parties to accapt the establishment
of Miskito territory as a military free zone. while such sfforts

" are under way NCAI could present its findings to the World Council

‘of Indigenous Peoples and the Gentral American Regigm 1 Counc il
and reguest international intervention into the confllict.’

an Fagoth,
ablish a i
“negotiations

ize a agreement
NCAI pronouncemen?
1d Council of =
“tion in ’

Option 4. . RS | |
_ AT could take the initiative 1o meet with Ste
Miskito leaders in iiskito territory and seek to es

between them and the Sandinista government to forma
of non-agression, This effort would be followed by
regarding the situation in Nicaragua through the wo
~Indigenous P® ples. calling for indigenous partlcln
negotiations for a. cease-fire in all or parts of Ce .
-in line with President Portillo's proposed. plan forinegotiated
ﬁﬁttleme@t of conflictse ' e S ,
I | - B .
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