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For two years the former U.S. ambassador to Chile has tried to tell the
American public the true story of our shameful interference in the affairs of
that country. In this exclusive article, Korry presents the facts that five
American presidents, a Senate committee, and the press have concealed.

Or two years | have devoled my life 1o the
F lonely and lutile struggie of trying (o lell the

Amencan people whal Jimmy Carler, like
Richard Nixon before him, insists must remain
Top Secret

My narne has been on extreme-lafl assassing-
tion hsts, my lile has been threatened by the
extreme right, my repulation has been shredded
Ly ITT and ClA agents, and my bank account has
been depieled because | balieve that the elec-
lorate should hear the facis of a story that has
dominaled the media for the past lour years—
what the United States did in, and 10, Chile,

Carter told a press conference last November
that the story still can't be told, because he has to
saleguard “national security” secrets. | say that
the cover-up 1s motivaled only by the desire to
prolect domestic political interests, that the lale
of the Uited States in Chile would reveal how our
poltical system has been convered into an in-
siders’ moenopoly for the accumulalion of power,
weallh, and status. That's why Carnter himsell has
hadtolie 1o the public about thig case. Thal's why
he has heeded Nelson Rocketelter, Herwy Kis-
singer, Teddy Kennedy, and scores of others
who have povalely pleaded that he let sleeping
principles lie. After all, the essential “nalional se.
crets” regarding Chile are aiready on public rec-
ord. The Senale investigation of the CiA estab-
lished in 1975 exactly what was done 1o prevent
Chile’'s President-elect Salvador Allende from
taking office 1n 1970 and what was subsequently
done 10 undermine his government,

The most 1ecent chapter in this tale untolded,
appropralely enough, lasl October 31, Hallow-
een. Our most nolornous Spy master, former CIA
Director Richard Heims, was secretly whisked by

Carler's men al the Juslice Department 1o a led-
oral courl 1o plead "no conlest” 10 the mis-
demeanor ol "having failed to answer {Senale
Commiltee) queslions lully, compietely, and ac-
curalely, as required by law.” Laler that day Al-
lorney General Griffin Belt told the press thal the
goveinmenlt had arranged in secret a strange
Plea bargain with Helms —the government would
drop its charge of perjury (which is a felony) in
relum for Helms's in elfect pleading guilty to a
lesser oflense. Helms received only a suspended
senlence, and the governmeni was spared hav-
ing 1o put him on the stand to teshfy about al} he
knegw. .

The details of how the "open” Caner adminis-
tration had worked out this trick-or-treat surprise
for the public are fascinating. Bell had mel pri-
vately with Edward Bennett Wiliams, Heims's al-
torney (who had previously worked for sueh
chents as Jimmy Hoffa, Robert Vesco, John Con-
nally, Teddy Kennedy, and the Washington Post).
Despie Bell's pledge, on laking office, that he
would keep an open record of such meelings, al
least two sessions wilh Williams were concealed.
Second, Bell disclosed that despile Carler's as-
serlion (at a September 29 press conlerence) of
lotal ignorance of the Helms deal. the president
had personally discussed the case months ear-
lier at an Oval Office session altended by Vice-
President Mondale and Belt. Third, by siressing
how good a case of perjury the government had
constructed and by slaung that the goverinment
had yielded only because of Helms's lhreat 1o
renounce his oath of secrecy and to tell whatever
he chose from his enormous reservoir of secrels,
Bell was introducing a novel prnciple in Ameri-
Can law: thal blackmail, the slgaziest of cnmes,



supersedes ustice

Carter, Mondale, and Bell tubored fo
mMonths 10 idke sure not anly et Helins
would escape unpurished. but also, and
more impaortant, that he would nol be
forced lo lake any wilness stand Therr plan
was {0 (nvohke "national secunty 10 Llock a
tnal. The Justice Depanment sat an a led-
eral grand Jury recoimmendation for
Helms's mdictment untl public mterest in
the case receded. The delay gave Helms's
many hiends In the Senate, the govern-
menl, the banks, the multinationals, and
eventhe media—everyone fron David anc
Netson Rockeleller, to Henry Kissinger,
Cyrus Vance, and Averell Harnman, o
newsmen such as Enc Sevareid—oppor-
ity to iobby tor hum. Bell was also able 1o
sepdrate Heims lrom some of the more
senous charges made agamst hun. —that
he had conspired with ITT 10 commit per-
Jury, which possibly enabled that company
10 defraud the government of $92.5 muilion.
i 1he former CIA direclor had 1o answer
these charges, the public might have
learned the whole sfory ot Chile — including
the names ol some very high officiats who
told Helms to lie to the Senate.

i had been collecling evidence of lhese
and other possible crunes tor two years
when, at the end of March 1976, | alened
the Justice Department. | saw rmyself as a
wichm of possible CIA and ITT perjuries
and conspiracies. | intended not only to
clear my name but also 10 show how our
political system acluaily works and 1o ilius-
trale what Ken Kesey, author of One Flew
over the Cuckoo's Nest, meanl when he
said thal ihe tall of Richard Nixon was only
a “rnitlualistic sacrifice.”

b knew thal the power elite would lry 10
silence me. Ambassador Raiph Dungan,
one of Kennedy's lop White House aides
and now a high Carter administration offi-
cial, warned me in 1975: “Don't try 1o put
that stuff on record. Don'l try to take on
these guys. They can murders you.™”

My conversion from friend and emiployee
1o enemy of the establisnrent began early
n 1975 A briel, not unfriendly invitation
irom Sen. Frank Church stanted the pro-
cess. As chairman ol the newly formed
Senate Select Comrnittee 10 investigale the
CIA and the FBI, the idaho liberal ex-
pressed the hope that | would teslity.
Whenever and however he wished, | re-
plied.

The invilation was no surprise. The Sen-
ale had been pushed into achon by the
revelations ol CIA actions in Chiie. | was
ampbassador 10 thal country for four years,
from October 1967 10 October 1971. | had
the legal responsibiiity for CIA actions in
Chite in 1970, the year Salvador Allende
was elecied to lead a "popular unity” gov-
ernment. | had met with Nixon in the Ovai
Othce. conleried with Henry Kissinger,
Nixon's nalional-securily adviser, and at-
tended a session ol the then supersecret
“Forty Committee” in the While House only
ten days belore the grotesque murder of
Gen. Rene Schneider, the Chilean com-
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mander in chiel | had draited most of 1he
poticy that the United Stales pursued
thisughoul Allendes tust year in oflice
Obwviously, | had something 10 contribute to
the public's demand 10 know the facts
aboul the Amencan nlerveniton in Chile

In June 1975, Gregory Treverlon, a
young Select Cominillee representative,
telephoned me, on Senator Church's be-
halt, and asked tor an informal interview
pnor to my Senate appearance. | told hm
that ol course he could have it. A lew days
iater the State Depaniment rang. Would |
mind it ane ol its men allended the inter-
view as a silent observer? | had no objec-
ton, | answered. So on July 19 one J.J.
Huchcock arnved with Treverion at my
house in Bnarcliff Manor, NY. {i laler
iearned that Hitchcock had just ined the
State Department aller years ol service for
the CIA)

To prepare for their questions, | lraveted
lo Washington, 10 Chicago, and even to
Paris to cross-examine former colleagues

®

After | learned what
happened in Chile, | wrote
Kissinger: "“You and
the president . . . deliberately
chose to permit me
and my family to run the

risk of murder. . .

®
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in government. | interviewed my successor
as ambassador, my deputy in the em-
bassy, the Foreign Service Officers in the
pohlical-affairs section, the two Latin Amer-
ican experis on Henry Kissinger's National
Secunly Council, the Chile specialists in
the Inteligence and Research Bureau of
the Slate Depanment, and my tormer de-

lense atlaché in Chile. The new director of

the ClA, Witiam Colby, finaily agreed to
sea me, loo. And after an exasperating wail
of many weeks, | gained eniry 10 State's
archives so that | could reread all the offi-
cial cable traffic 10 and from my embassy in
Sanhiago.

| embarked on this search because | did
not want 1o rely on memory. Journalism had
laught me thal “reality,” like "‘respectabil-
ity,” is often like a3 stage set lor a Jean
Genet play—a perverse maze of mirfors in
which servanls are transformed into mas-
ters, dwarls into giants, and villains ino
heroes.

A surnmary of whal | knew ol America's
relationship with Chile illustrates that point.
it shows why Walergale was not an aberra-
tion but aninevitability. i traces the straight
nes from the rornanticism of the Kennedy
years 10 the sordidness of Nixon's —why, in

shoit, we are whal we are.

(1) President Kennedy handpicked
Chiule and is Chrinstian Dernocral leader,
Eduardo Fre, (0 be Ihe progressive, dem-
ocrauc modeis tor the enire Third World, to
be Camelol's aiternative 10 Cuba. Through
Attorney General Robert Kennedy, who over-
saw 1he "Special Group” in the White
House that decided all CIA programs {(an
earher version of the "Forly Commuitiee"),
the Uniled Stales began working in 1962
for Frei's eleclion.

{2) The Kennedys utilized every
means—illegal and unconstitutional as
weli as legiimate—10 defeat Frei's Marxist
opponent, Salvador Allende. Through the
CIA and other lederal agencies, lens of
millions of public dollars were spent or‘w
Frei's slection. So overcome were the Ken-
nedys by their fear of Caslro that they even
responded wilh public money 10 appeals
trom loreign Jesuils for federal help 10 '

combat not only “Manosm” but also "ai- !
cism” (a theological term for the wide- ’
spread Free Masonry movement in Chile) .
and "Protestantism” (a reference to the ||
American Penlecoslal missionanes then
SWarming across South America). i
(3} When President Kennedy and David |
Rockefeller both anended a Harvard Uni- ;
versily Board of Overseers meeting in
1963, Kennedy persuaded him o organize
American big busingss for the anti-Castro i
crusade. The banker recruited thinty-seven
leading multinationals, such as ITT, 1o form |
the Business Group for Lalin America. l
Then Auorney General Bobby Kennedy, the
supposed guardian of our laws, syslemati- |
cally integrated members of the same
Business Group into CIA programs. As an
inducement 10 Rocketeller, JFK pledged 3;”
that he would salisty his request for no-loss’.
guaraniees on any lilure investmenis in J
Latin Amernica. The United States would
sign insurance conlracls against any ex
propnation by foreign governments of the
corporations’ properties. (By the ime | had
arnved in Chile, the taxpayer had been pug
on this insurance limb for $600 million a{ !
ultiarisky Chile alone, mastiy to ITT and the ™~
copper gant, Anaconda. This sum was
then one-lounth of the worldwide lotal o’
such insurance issued by the Unded
States.)
{4} In early 1964 President Johnson as-
sured David Rockefeller's group thal he
would abide by Kennedy's commitmenis.;;
Nol only did he send all availabie CIA anc* <
Stale hands to Santiago in a frantic last-
minute outpouring of cash 1o defeat Al-
lende, but also he retained Ralph Dungan,
Kennedy's archilecl of our grand design |
tor Chile, 10 oversee this enormous effort 4
When Frei won Dy a landslide, Dungan's
imimediale reward was 1o be named am-
bassador to Chile. From there he pried
from LBJ more U.S. aid per capita than any
other country at peace recewved,. £
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{8} Frei's Chrstian Demacratic govern
ment achieved more social and economic
progress—in educalion, land reform, tax
collection, income redlstribulionmlhani
had any previous administration. By any



tarr standard, 1l was humaishe, demo
CIAlG, Progressve.

{(6) The Johnson admuslralion senl rne
to Chite with specitic instruct:ons 10 keep
Allende out of power The president himnseli
said so, and in 1967 and 1968 Vice-Presi-
dent Humphrey wrole ine to emphasize the
wnportance of barnng the Comimumsts
fromn power o just low years the Demo-
cratic Congress approved aimosl 2 bilhon
mn aid and ioans tor Chile.

{7) Nixon lired me brielly in early 1969
for my delense of Frei- Soon aller laking
office, he had sellled scores wilh the Ken-
nedys by secretly ciossing Frer's name
from the list of heads of state 1o be nwvied 10
Washington. Then Nixon decided to give
no further aid o Chile. These decisions
weie, In parl, Nixon's response 1o vigoious
anti-Fren lobbying n Washington by Chi-
lean fat cats, by thew mulunational allies,
and by the CIA Helins's agency had is-
sued o Nanonat Intelligence Estunate of
Chite wninediately aller Nixon's elecbon. it
was so unifairly critical of Frei's
pertarmance —and ol progressive, socio-
econoimic pohces in general- -that | had
expioded in a series of cabled prolests.
When | said that these ant-Frel actons
were lochsily designed o put the Right
back nto power and would resull only In
strenglhening the Lenimisis and 0 weaken-
g the slrongest single bulwaik ol democ-
racy. | promptly received a pink shp.

{(When ! tlew 10 the United States 1o hunt

for 4 ob, | was retuired al State's sugges-
tion. Frer had wrlen Nixon 1o seek a new
copper deal, starbing with a demand lor
reaonty ownership of the Anaconda prop-
erbes. Stale prelerrec me to handie thus hot
potalo )

(8) In 1970 the Foreign Sewvice officers
in Chile concluded thal an Aliende viclory
would signily “Fidelismo without Fidet.” Al-
lende's Socialisl parly prograrm had prom-
1Ised a herce class war. The parly’s leader-
ship had excluded lor decades he plea-
sure-loving Allende lrom its Central Com-
mittee or any policymaking post. It wanted
a lruly revolulicnary president. It had sub-
nutted reluctantly Lo Commurusl insistence
that the popular Alende be 115 1970 candi-
date, i return, it won a pledge to have vefo
power over every Allende government pol-
1y,

CIA penetration ol the Communists and
of the far more violenl Socialists confirrmed
the fact Lhat an Allende governiment -
tended 10 combing the lremendous powers
of the presidency and the Chilean pretfar-
ence for government-run enlgrpnse in
orders 10 gul the iwo fundamenital freedoms
of ther press and of association. As an ex-
nawsman, | regarded as immoral any silent
observation of such a process.

(9} | had been appalled by what | found
mn Chile in 1967. The United Stales had
bound itself publicly 10 the Frer govern-
ment. Il had become enmeshed in the poiit-
ical affaurs of Chile—shockingly so. Dun-

gan was descnbed in Wastunglon and
Sanhago as "a member of the Frei cabinet "
He had soughit (o have the ClA linance the
Chnstian Democrals inlo a Kennedy-like
machine. He arranged with the ClA to stan
da weekly newspaper in Santiago; he had -
Frer rminisiers on the CIA’'s payroll, he con-~
sulled olten with the key Jesuils, he pres-
sured Anaconda 1o lire all non-Christian
Democrats. The Unned Siales had laken
the responsibilily for every facet of Chilean
lite-—-agniculture, education, healih, -
nance, produclion, savings and loans,
palice, and miiilary.

! old the Johnson and Frer governments

thal | could not and should nol play viceroy.
1 10id thern thal the incestuous relationsnip
was hurting us botn. | urbed 1hal we disen-
gage quietly ang prudently, thal we Intro-
duce a low-profile policy throughout Laun
Arngrica, that we eliminate our military mis-
sions in Latin Armencan countries, and that
we urge the rmullinationals 1o take conslruc-
tive indiatives i order to avoid confronta-
uons over the inevilable nationalizauons of
copper and olher holdings.

So, belore Nixon's election, the othoal
presence of the Uniled States in Chile was
siashed, every CIA program was lrimmed
to the hone, our military contingent was
reduced 10 a small fraction of whal il was,
further “guaraniees” ot U.S. investments
were slopped, and the Jesuills were
shunned. After Nixon's elechion, on my cwn
authority and despite CiA prolesls, | closed
the weekly newspaper. .

{(10) The CIA convinced me in 1970 thal
my policies would boomerang INlo heiping 4,
Allende. Democracy itself was in frouble g
Chile. The Socialists had joined thei.
righlisis in plotting with Chilean generais 1o ™
oveithrow Frei. The Communists were
using large subsicies from abroad to buy
and sell senators and deputies, to
biackail key ligures, and o piant agents
in all other parties Fascists were receving
cash and other help from Brazil to desiabi-
lize Frer And my hands-off, “'low-prohile”
policy was, according lo the CIA, abetiing
the process of sapping the country’'s dem-
ocratc vitality. The CIA said that my alool-
ness was being read as indifference In-
deed, since Kissinger and Nixon had
labbed the military governments ol Brazil
and Argentina as thenr Lawn lavorites, o
appeared Ihat |, too, had decided that de-
mocracy was no longer ol any imporlance

S0, | agreed to do somelhing 1o counter
the Aliende carnpaign. | did not follow the
CIA's recommendation thal the Umled
States support Jorge Alessandrn, the can-
didale ot the Righi. But | did appiove the
spending ol money on general anh-Com-
miurnist propagandd - posters, leatiets, g4
und billboards like those e CIA had - t,'
nanced tor years around the world.

(11} The mulunationals appealed over
my head Lo the Nixon admunustrahion for an
all-out, jont efforl 1o defeal Aitende and lo
elect Alessandr. On Apni 10, 1970, David
Rockefeiler s group, which was renamed
the Council of the Americas, proposed this

covert aclion. Council President Jose de
COMNTINGED ON PAGE 88
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Cubals, accompamed by council slalf and
by Anaconda Charman of the Boardt C Jay
Parkmson. taveted 1o Washinglon 1o re-
mind Assislanl Secrelary of State Charles
Meyer and Othce Director William Stediman
1hal the Uiited Stales had trdumphed in
Chile lrom 1963 to 1964 by joining lorces
They oltered to spend
$500.000 10 eiect Alessandri il the Uiited
States would also corimil ssell.

Meyer said nothing. He opposed such
nterference Bt Rockeleller had recoim-
mended Meyer, a high Sears executive, 1o
Nixon. The executive commiliee ol ihe
council mcluded Haroidk Geneen, 1TT's
boss, and Donald Kendalt o Pepsico, Nix-
an's closest fnend in the muliinatonat
world and his poncipal chent belore he was
elecied president. Meyer dared nol vaice a
velo that would evage Nixon and the
Rockefeliers

P leauned of e Parkinson-de Cubas
pich when an envelope stamped “Secrat
eyes only” armved. It contained a "imamo-
randum ol conversation” prepared by
Stedman On Apnl 2871 sent a withering,
uncondimonal rejection. Alessandn, | sand,
wids the candidale of Chile's nch. The rich
could give hunmoney If e needed 1Lt we
funded Alessandr, | said, that would
arouse ani-Amencanisim among lhe 60

N ists”

percent of Chileans who woere opposeid
dny nghibs! For ihe next six years an Ales-
sandn government couldd Dlackinea! us nto
aiving fluge amoents 1o keep “the Com-
al tray

{I Lier discoverad i the Slale Deparl-
menl archives 1hat iy candor so alarmed
he White House that ot told Secretary ol
Stale Rogers o coftect all copas of my
cabie, nciuding the CiA’s and the Penla-
gonn's flreclassibedit as no disinbution” 1o
reduce readership to Nixon, Kissinger,
Roegers, and a lew aides.)

Stediman wrote me in May (o “applaud
the destruction you wroughl™ and 10 report
Meyer's private delight.

(12) The Nixon-Kissinger Helms leam
asked me [0 consider the military over-
throw of Aliende even belore he was
elected. n August, a monih bLelore the
elechion, | recommended that the Uniled
Stiates lotflow a "coof but correct” policy
with any Allende governiment. | ruled oul
the alternatives of knee-jerk hostiity or eni-
brace. Immediately, 8 hush-hush Washing-
ton cable asked aboul a fourth possibility.
mibtary overthrow. My answer was no.

(13) President Frei sent a provocabve
message directly lo Nixon immecdialely
ahler the election. “The odds are tifty 1o one
that Alilende will turn Chile inlo another
Cuba”

{14) Chilean plotiers of the Right and
cenler, including sore of Frer's lieutenants,
COIlldC[Ed Allende’s opponents in the Chi-

‘

fean nulitay soon wlter he eiechon They
arranged tor Arnencan caulinghonal rnai-
agers loneet the mos! conspiratonal ol the
plotters: o Generat Viaux The Forty Con-
mutlee gvernuled iy onders 1o the 1J 5. mi-
lary 10 avold any contact with the Chilean
mililary Inslead, 1 asked me 1o consider
scendnos by which the Cralean anmy right
mova. The nchest man in Clule, publisher
Auguslin Edwards, a clese Inend ol Donald
Kendall and the Rockefeliers, arranged via
the CIA to meet me a few days alter the
elechion. Belore fleging 10 the Uniled Stales
that day, Edwards said that he wanled to
ask me enly one queston: "Wl the U 5. do
anyttung rmilitanty - doecily or indirectly?”
My answer wis no.

This background was wnpnnted nomy
g hve years laler, wm mid-1975, as |
walked wio CIA Duector Willam Colby's
ollice 1w meet hun lor the hirst fime | was
convinced thal the Uniled Slates had had
no covert action with the Clulean rmiary
while | was i Chile; | was positive (hat thete
nad been no U S interference 1 the elec-
toral process beyond lhe modest pto-
grams lhat | had approved. | would
swear- ndeed | had 10 the Senate -- thal
there had been no U 5. campilicity mn the
murdar of General Schneder by GEHEIdI
Viaux's mern.

Nonetheiess, | wanied to read Colby 5
secrel Senate lestimony on Chile in Apri
1874. Months iater, the media revealed that
the new ClA director had told of the Uniled
States, spending $8 milion from 1970 1o
1973 1o “destahilize” Aliende and Chile
And, 1o my astomshrnent, the New York
Times said thal | had played a key role in
these CIA schemes even though | had left
Chile twa years before Atlende's over-
throw; it added that |, ke Helims, had hed
about it

Colby reius ad 1o lel me read his tes-
unony Nauonal secunly” forebade his iell-
ing me a word of it, he said. S0 | suim:
marized my understanding of U.S. actions
in Chile. He lislened without comument
when i told him [hal | was about 10 debale
Fines reporne Seyrnout Hersh al a coliege
inmy homelown as part at a camgus "truth
sguad” campaign, Colby nodded approv-
ingly. Where and when? s aide asked

The debate took place only a lew weeks
belore the aruvat ol Treverton and Hilch-
cochk for ther interview Greg Treverion's
queshons were gentie, his manngr sohch
tous. He asked lor, and | gave, a candid
review of my expenence and analysis
Then he locused on two key 1ssues: the
assassination of General Schnaider and
the actions of ITT. | ratiled off the many
steps that | had taken 1o lorestall any rash
U S, wmwotvemenl, wcluding arranging lor
the jailing ol Allende’s most kkeiy assassin
iy the Chilean miiitary, and | expressed niy
bilterness al lhe Times's assertions of my
cornplicily n the alieged CIA plots. This
reply provoked Treverlon to tuin toward the
silal Hilchcock and whisper: "Don’t you
think we can lell imm?” Then ha swoire me to
secrecy. “There was a CIA plol wilh the
iniltary,” he said it was code-narned Track



T ;{i! (tO :dislinguish il from rﬁy open endorse-
‘ment.of Frei's public, constitutional
-gchemes 10 block the Chilean Congiess's

confirmation- of Allende’s election). Trever-
on - disciosed thal a Helms-White House

- gable had been sent behind my back to the

’ - ClA station chief in Santiago. it instrucled

_.-him to-do everything possmie o stop Al-
lende from taking power.”

Nixon, Kissinger, and Helms had agreed

,thal neither | nor State should be told a

word of this. The CIA pramised General
Viaux a lifetime annuity and sale passage
from Chite it his plot 1o kidnap General

- Schneider backfired. A few days before

this feeble-minded scheme to provoke an
army takeover of Chile was put into aclion,
however. the White House suddeniy or-
dered the CIA to cut loose from Viaux.
"Why." | exciaimed to Treverton, "that's
because | saw Kissinger and Nixon on Oc-
tober 12.1told the president that Allende's

‘ratification was certain and that only iuna-

lics would be snared by any mulitary
ploners

“My God,” | said as Treverlon's news
sank in, "Calby sat me up."

I'had, ineffect, debated Hersh and many
others as Colby’s spokesman. Colby had
encouraged me lo disseminale information
that he knew o ba vary wrong and very
self-destructive. No less worse for me was
another implication of the concealinent, by
Nixan, Kissinger, and Helms, of Track i,
The CtA station chief and the State
Oepartment officers in my embassy had
told me in early 1971 that | was at the head
of an assassination list. Even though the
number-two man on that list. Frei's former
interior minisler, was machine-gunned 1o

- death thal June, | had shunned all but the
- most minimat protection because | thought

it wrong to acl guiltity or feartul if the United
States had clean hands. As | wrote Kissin-

- ger after I'd learned of Track II: "You and the

president, and olhers, deliberalely chose
to permit me and my family to run the risk of
murder rather than give me the choice thal

" knowledge |of Track H) would have

granted.”

Treverton ended the irerview with two
assurances: one, that he would write a full
summary, send me a copy for review, and
circulate it 1o the full committee; two, that |
would have a timely hearing with the
senators before any report on Chile was
written.

Autunn came, and neither pledge was
kept. By phone and by letter Church and
Treverton set dates for my testimony but
Ihen fobbed me off with excuses. When |
iearned that my predecessor (Dungan)
and my successor {Nat Davis) had testified
in secrel, that my CIA siation chief and
defense allaché had also appeared, and
thal the Select Commitlee's repoit was in
final draft, | tired off a twenty-eight-page
tetter to Church, prolesting my exclusion.
Without detalling the scandalous details of
the Kennedy-Johnson era, | summarized
how and why the United Stales had acled
1 Chile lor ten years and the CIA had ac-
cumulated such unmatched powef
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My letter was hidden from the full com-
mittee. Inslead, two interim reports were
rushed out, concerning Chile and ClA-
linked assassinations, including

i Schnetder's. These reporls slyly and ex-

ilensively rewrote history in order to shield
both the Kennedys and the Rockeletlers,
They converted Aliende into an innocent
hero destroyed by Nazi-like Americans
only because he was a “socialist” and only
because Nixon was the U.S_ president. The
reports cormpietely suppressed the fact

~that | had spent a full year as ambassador
Clrying to reach almost any kind of accord

with Allende as well as the fact that Allende
imself had wrilten Nixon, praising my el-
forts. Instead, isolaled sentences were
plucked from cables—some not even writ-
ten by me—to depict me as partly respon-
sible for Schneider's murder and the pilols
against Allende. Yet i had never been
asked a single question about those ca-
bles and had never been permitted even to
appear to swear o the facts. The commit-

®

An influential
Washington friend warned me:
“If you insist on
pursuing this matter . .
will kKnow anguish
beyond anything you have -
experienced.”

®

vt

. you

tee even concealed Treverion's wrilten
conclusion, in his report on me, that if was
“obvigus”"—live years after the event—that
i still didn't know af Track It.

For appearance’ sake, the committes in-
vited me 1o 1esiify at its one public hearing
atter the two reports were published in De-
cember 1975. As the very last withess late
m the day, | was allowed 10 make only a
brief, tormal statement of lwelve minutes,
no subslantive questions were asked, and |
was dismissed. | submittaed for the record
my letler to Church and my 1971 cable

" from Santiago, summarizing my efforts lo

live and let live with Allende.

These documents were evaenlually pub-
lished in the form of appendices in the
commiltge's hearings. By then, though,
only a few historians would hear of them.
And, | discovered, reporiers were being
told by some people i ITT, by the CIA, and

by some senators that | was a perjurer who . .
- scruliny a network of under-the-table deals

was now off his rocker.

Determined to force oul the truth, | ap-
pealed o Leonard Marks, an influential
Democralic lawyer in Washington and the
former head of the U.S. Infarmation
Agency. | asked him to help me win the
rnght to testity fully and freely. He called

back several days later, with this advice; *if*
you insisl on pursuing this matter. | tell You
as a triend 1hal you will know anguish be-
yond anything you have experienced.”

A few minules later Jack Anderson rang.
He had been lipped, he said. that | had
been “in bed" with ITT and "on the take"
from it. | otfered him a chance lo read my,
copious files. He never did. ‘

Nexi | decided to complain o the Jystice’
Department that | was being deprivad af
my civil rights. News of thal degision
caused some movement in the Select
Committee. | won the right to teslity
again——without artificial constraints. Again
Iwo promises came from the commitiee
counsel: that at least one Raepublican and
one Democratic senalor would attend the
secret hearing and that my testimany
would later be made publiic. Neﬂher prom:
i5e was kept.

The hearing was conducted in a small,
inconvenient holel room. Except ior How-
ard Baker, who looked in for ten minutes, -
no other senator heard a word. The deputy
counsel sought again and again to choke
olf embarrassing disclosures. | was there
gniy to correct the record about myself he
msnsled

“Where is the proof of your statements?”
he and others on Church's staff de-
manded. On March 23 | refurned with a
suitcase full of documents, including the
text of my Apri 28, 1970, cable turning
down the Councit of the Amaricas’ pitch to

the government for a joint anti-Allende ac-

tion. plus the Stale Department letier
applauding this veto, a confidential history
of the Rockelgller Cauncil as written by a
membey, the olficial Overseas Private In-
vestiment Corporation (OPIC) record of
how ITT and other council members
receivad special reatmant lrom Kennedy
and Johnson in their insurance conlracts,
and hundreds of cables allesling to my
actions,

Thal same day the committae stalf
handed mae the transcript of my secrat tes-
timony (o review "for national security dele-
tions pelore it is released.” Bul | deduced
from some comments that the Select
Commiitea was ahoul 1o go out of business
and that all the photocopying and editing
hat day was a charade. As one young
stafigr whispered: "They just want 10 find
oul what you have "

The next day | sent a regisiered lelter Lo
committee counsel FA.Q. Schwarz, Jr,
with a copy to Attorney General Edward Levi.
Schwarz and others, Senator Church
included, were guilty of obstructing justice,
| said. They had deliberately ignored evi-
dence concerning ITT and other muitina-
tionals, and they had kept the truth from the
public.

They had, in lact, concealed from public

that would make Watergate look like a bed-
time story. Swept under the rug was the
compilicity of \TT, Geneean, the Rockefellers,
and such Chileans as publisher Edwards
with Presidents Kennedy, Johnson, and
Nixon, many senators,: and the CIA. No
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menlion was permitied of how F{ockelelle:
nad starled his council al JFK's behest and
naw in 1964 Edwards and another Chilean
had attended ar anti-Allende sirategy ses-
sion of top muitinational executives in
David Rockefetter's office al 410 Park Av-
anue. The meeting was convoked by LBJ's
man for Lalin America, Assistant Secretary
of State Thomas Mann. He toid the gather-
ing-how important the defeat of Allende
was tq (he White House. The ClA officials in
attendance took it from there. In follow-up
huddies they suggested how the multina-
tionals might do “their part” for the national
inkerest by chipping in cash, material, and
influence to elect Frei and not a nghtist, as
they preferred.

Mann came to Rockeleller's office on the
heeis of his most important “success.” On
March 31 Brazil's generals overthrew the
democratically elected government of
Joao Goulart. The toppling of the leftist
Goutlart—ha was very much like Allende,
and his remaoval reads like a step-by-step
rehearsal far the Chilean’s ausler six years
later—involved- the CIA, key multinational
members ol the Rockeleller group, and the
Pentagon. The secretary of defense was

- Rabert McNamara {now head of the Worid

Bank}, and his deputy was Cyrus Vance,

- when the Pentagon ordered a U.S. navel

* task lorce wilh paratroopers ta sat for Rio
ta put down any resistance lo Goulart's
dismissal.

John McCone headed the CIA then, with
Heims as his depuly. When McCane re-
gigned in 1965, he joined ITT's board of
direclors. He also remained a paid consul-
tant to Hetms. Such arrangements are
commorn. Men whose minds are chocka-
biock with secrets gleaned in government
aboul congressmen, senators, heads-of-
state, and civil servanis, at home ang
abroad, are pul at the service of our mast

-polent exgculives,

McCone approached Helms about Chlle
on behalf of Geneen in the spring of 1970,
only a few weelks after my veto of the Coun-
cil of the Americas' secret proposat for a
joint CIA-Big Business program. Within
days ITT launched an inlensive campaign
al the White House to override my decision.

This lobbying was coordinated with the
activiigs of Edwards and other Chileans
close lo the council and to the CIA. Two ITT
“public relations” men, Robert Berellez and
Harold Hendrix, worked closely in Santiago
with Edwards’s agents. Edwards, in turn,
was in daily contact with the CIA, just as he
was from 1963 to 1964, The CIA informed
aill three men of the Track |l conspiracy in
Seplember 1970. When | barred Hendrix
and Berellez from access (o the embassy

two weoks later, because of their intrigues,

they wired malicious cables (o |TT. Indead,

their bilterness toward me was echoed by

Geneen, Heims, Kissinger, and Kendall
each of whom lamented to their crong
that | had “losi Chie to the Communists,:
baecause | had not allowed the United
Stales 10 go all out for Alessandri. "

ecause all of this information—and
much more—was being suppressed from
the public, and because what | saw 858
conspiracy to destroy my reputation wasg;
also shielding crimes, on March 25, 1876, 1
wrate to Attorney General Levi, demanding an
investigation. Six weeks later Levi handed
my complaint to the Justice Department loc”
action.

Levi, a former president of the Unwersuty
of Chicago, displayad a unique indepen-
dence and courage, for he recognized thal
he would arouse & fellow cabinel membe, :
Dr. Kissinger, and the entire establishment.
Alier all, Kissinger had covertly intervened
1o stop similar investigations during the .
three previous years. Levi's predecessof
wiliam Saxbe, had heeded Kissinger's
frantic warning that “national security”
would be threatened if Helms were o e
indicted and [o testily.

So laden was Helms's memory bank with
embarrassing data about Demacrals as
well as Republicans that “liberals” hke
Sanators Church and Mondate weant along
with the backstage cover-up. That's why,
for example, at the very height of the furor
over the revelatons of the CIA's activities in -
Chiie, Kissinger, McNamara, Averell Har- .
riman, Senator Symington, and ather nota-




“Bles came 1o Washingfon Post colunnisl
- Torm Biaden's home m early 1975 in order
{0 give Helns a lestive send-oll on the eve
~plhig relurn 1o tran, where he had been senj

as U.S. ambassador. i

-

- Laler (hal year, though, when the Senate

Conguiry intg the CIA seemed to show Lhal

Helins had commilied pernury, word leaked
that Helms inlended lo biow Ihe whislle on

| various high olficials if he ever had to face
_jal. Kissinger, of course, was one likely vic-
" tim of. Helms's wrath because of his (ole in
v ithe Nixon-CIA-ITT conspiracy in Chile.
--Such leaks were inlended lo intunidate
" Prastdent Forg and Altorney General Levi.

Lew ignored them and instead spurred

~Ihe Justice Departiment to send lwo ol its

attorneys Lo my home in June 1976 to 1ake
a sixly-lwo-page deposition Irom me. It
contained names, dates, cable references,
and other documentation for breaking he

case. ninediately, | received a leller from.

the Juslice Departimenl, which staled:
“Your candor and cooperalion have
provided a refreshing reliel from what we
are more accustormed to encountering.”
My deposilion confained three specific
charges. First, parjury by ITT's top execu-
tives, by Helmg and other CIA otticials, and
by "vatious government officials.” Second,
conspiracy o defraud the taxpayer In De-

‘cember 1974 ITT had been awarded $92.5

million in an insurance payment for its

- Aationalized telephone company in Chile.
“ JIT, ) charged, in addition 1a lying aboul its

cooperalion wilh the CIA to slop Allende,
had also concealed its briberes ol Al-
lende’s associales Irom 1971 10 1972 In
the legat sense, these were "provocalve
acts™ that would, | lhwnk, have voided the
msurance. {(TT, ncidentally, “persuaded”
higgh otficials in the present Chilean dic-
talorsiup Lo pay the company even more for
iIs nationalized telephone company) My
third accusabon was lhe conspiracy of
Senator Church and his commiltee's staff
and counsel 1o deprive me of my civil nghts
in order to conceal crimes and (0 obsirug!
justice. )

The Justice ‘BDepartment ruied against
investigaling Senate actions but wiole me
thal it would pursue the perjury and lraud

charges that had been so long.

pigeonhoied. Meantime, the campaign to
shul me up resorted to bribes, continued
threals, and libels about my mental health,
In 1975 Kissinger, lor "compassionale rea-
sons,” offered me jobs in his Stale Depart-
ment. And in 1976, as | edged closertothe

bone, his top aide, Larry Eagleburger,

asked me on the teiephone if “they"
couldn't fix a job for me with a multinational
ke Pepsico! "Don't you understand,” |
said, "hat | intend 1o force oul the lruth
about Kendall {of Pepsico] and the
others?” | never heard again from thal
quarter.

A breal in the case finally came in
Novamber 1976. ITT's Hendiix had plea-
bargained. Rather than face a petjury

W

"You've _hefd oftice on all levels. Tell me, is the sex better
on a focai, counly, state or federal level?”

" ian military governmenl provided

" 1he instailation of a pohce statle in
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charye lor having denied o the Senale that
ITT had caoperated wih the CIA]|the re-
ured.public-retatons man 1alked a
$350.000 that ITT had smuggled inlo Chile
to Adlende’'s enemies. In lederal | distact
cour in Miami, wilhoul a word 10 ith prass.
{as in the Helms indictmenl one yeﬁr later),
Hendrix was given a suspended sentence .-
of threg monihs, sT »
The media also ignored Helms's resigna- -,

lion in January 1977 as ambaséf_dor 10 .

lran. Nolified quielly that he was under
grand jury investigalion, he re!qr‘nad Q
Washingion and retained the crﬂfly Wil-

liams who, ke Nelson Hockelelll r, had

also served on the Foreign Intelliggnce Ad-

visory Board.

Jirnmy Carter’s election brought|the slow
wheels of juslice lo a halt. A new atlorney
general and his team had lo be fecruited
and inslalled. To try to force out lﬁe trulh,
during this hiatus | used the one‘qz‘ﬂy hear-
ing heid on January 11 on the nomipanon of
Cyrus Vance as secrelary of siale

Once again Frank Church|stage-
managed my isolalion. He sche uled Ty
testimony for 2:.00 Pm, only fifly [minules
after Vance, the media, and the gudience.
had left for lunch. Church was the only

" senator present as | raced Vances lies 10

the Rockefellers, the CIA overfhiow of
Brazil's democratic governmentin 1‘964. alt
the "“linkages which gave us Vietnamin the -
1960s, assassination plols, and fe dark

.iegacies of ali manner of coven opera-
“tions.” How could the man who haiped the

Brazilian generals gel nto-power,|| asked,

- be a convincing spokesman for| Caner's

human-rights program? How coud he in-
tiuence the Chilean dictatorship|when it
knew another well-kept secret: | ¢ Brazil-
‘ [techn-
Wde and
Cnile?

Carier named feliow Georgiai Grifthn

cal” help tor the overthrow of All

_Bell as his attorney general, ang soon |

heard wel-informed whispers of back-
stage deais 10 quash the indicifents ol
Helms and Geneen. Since | hanaifeady
decided 10 bring my own suil for damages
against ITT and ils chairman, Gengen, and
10 name Nixon, Helms, John Micheli, and
otheis as co-conspiralors, | lelephbned the
Justice Department to inform it of My coust
filing and to warn thal | intendad 10 lay out
all the facis. .
The Carter administralion’s reply,was the
sly plea bargain wilh Helms last quernber.
Carter, Mondale, and Bell deten Ed their
|

action as tha tirst instance of an ingictiment
of a CIA oflicigl by any government. The

“respectabla” media, led by the Ti nes, the

Washingtan Post, CBS, and Time
applauded in edilonals wiitten by Mmen who
are good fiends of Hetms, of Vance, of
Mondale, et al. They described the White
House action as fair and praclical. For
therm, as for Helms, silence is go ﬁ‘jen

For my part, | cling lo the fading dream
that there is meaning behind the words
*equal justice,” “ihe inalienable {fights of
every American,” and “the whoie lruth and
nothing bui the truth.” Od—py .

out thg .




