From: Dr. Ramendu S. Dewan, _
¢/o Dr. H.D. Locksley, Department of Chemistry,
Salford University, Sazlford M5 4WT, England, Great Britain.

Date: 20 Sept., 1988 Tel, 061-792 0736 (Home)

Sub: An appeal to save the Chakma, Marma, Tripura and other
tribes of the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) from the total
extermination being carried out by the Bangladeshi regime.

Dear Rudi,

May I present to you the following information relating to the
recent massacres and atrocities committed by the Bangladesh Government
against the unarmed and innocent Jumma people (the people of the CHT):

1. 4 copy of "This report was sent by a Chakma who lives in Bangladesh.
It was received on 26 August, 1988".
2. vg report on the recent visit to the tribal refugee camps in South

Tripura, lndia, of the Bangladesh delegation headed by the Bangla-
desh High Commissioner to India, Mr. Faruque Ahmed Chowdhury".

3. A piece, "Chakma repatriation”, from the Times of India of July 29,
1988.

L. in article, "Dhaka denies stalemate", from the Times of India of
16 August, 1988.

5. Articles, "The Islamic way", "Fundamental daifferences", and '"Voice
of the victims", from the Far Eastern Ecomomic Review of 23 June,
1988. )

6. A report, "Bamgla law on Islam challenged", from the Times of
India of July 8, 1988.

7e 4 news, "Bangla bar opposes statutory'Islam", from the Times of
India of 8 August, 1988.

8. A report, "Bangla religion law challenged", from the Times of
India of August 16, 1988. '

9. An article, "Repeal law: Bangla Hindus", from the Times of India
of August 19, 1988.

10. A "Statement on behalf of the Anti-Slavery Society", sent by the

Anti-Slavery Society to the U.N. Workimg Group on Indigenous
Populations in August, 1988.

A. BAGAICHARI MASSACRES

On 3-10 August, 1988, the Bangladesk Army amrd the Bangladeshi
settlers combimedly attacked Durchari, Khedarmara, Battuli, Sarwatuli,
Bagaichari and some other villages in Bagaicharl Upazilla (Sub-District)
within Rangamati District. They took away stocks and all valuable things,
burnt down the houses and killed at least 300 Jumma people most of whom
were old people, women and children. The invaders abducted 25 young girls
and took them to the army camps. On 5 August, 1988, the army personnel
removed about 20 passengers from the motor launch that was coming from
Bagaichari to kangamati. Many of these passengers are women and young
girls and the whereabouts of all kidnapped passengers are gtill unknown.
The Bangladesh army-men and the Bangladeshi settlers also tortured many
innocent Jumma people including the teachers of Bagaichari College and the
Chairman of the Bagaichari Upazilla Parishad (Council), Mr. Lakshi Kumar
Chakma. All the surviving villagers fled to the adjoining forests for
safety and the Bangladeshi regime is now resettling the depopulated tribal
villages and farmlamds with the Bangladeshi settlers.,

B, HARINATH PARA MASSACRE
An > Inlv. 1088. the members of the Bangladesh Army attacked Hari-
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the sleeping villagers killing and wounding many unarmed men, women and
children. For example, i) Mr. Manmohan Chakma, 28 yrs, son of Mr. Bharat
Chandra Chakma, ii) his mother, Mrs. Suramukhi Chakma, 55 yrs, and iii) one
of his relatives, Miss Barun Bala Chakma, 15 yrs, daughter of Mr, Jalakka
Mami Chakma, were shot dead. Mrs. Mandira Chakma, 22 yrs, wife of Mr,lLalit
Kumar Chakma, and her one year old daughter, Eukhi Chakma, were seriously
injured. The invaders terrorised the villagers in order to seize their
village and farmlands for the Bangladeshi settlers.

C. ARSON

On 7 May, 1988, Mr. Theongya Badya's (a Jumma) house at Molonca Para
village in Manikchari Upazilla was burnt down to ashes by one Farid, a
leader of the Bamgladeshi settlers from Lamua village in Manikchari Upa-
2zilla. A complaint was lodged agaimst Farid with the Police and the Army.
Yo action was taken against the culprit. Instead, the Army harassed Mr.
Badya and dismissed the case. This is a typical example of how the Bamgla-
deshi settlers in collusion with the Bangladesh security forces have been
committimg freely robbery, arson, abduction of women and raping, torture,
murder, desecration amd destruction of non-Muslim places of worship amd all
sorts of gemocidal crimes against the innocent people of tke CHT.

D. RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION

In mid-May, 1988, the Bangladesh Army and the Bangladeshi settlers
jointly attacked and destroyed the Buddhist temple at Gandong village in
Manikchari Upazilla. The raiders broke all the statues of the Buddha into
pleces.

On 4 June, 1988, the images of the Buddha at Milanava Bouddha Vihara
(temple) of Pujgang area within Panchari Upazilla were broken into pieces
by the soldiers of the Bangladesh Army, The fanatic invaders also cut
down the sacred Bo-tree, fruit-bearing trees and flowering plants in the
garden of the temple in order to humiliate all non-Lslamic religions.

E, HARASSMENT

On the orders of the Bangladesh Government, the members of the
Bamgladesh security forces and the Bangladeshi settlers frequently harass
even the members of the Royal family of the CHT and other eminent Jummas.
For instance, on 25 June, 1988, Mr. Rajib Roy, a member of the Chakma Ka]
family,on behalf of the Mong Raja of Mamikchari,was going to the Chittagong
cantonment to attend a meeting called by the General-Officer-Commanding of
the Chittagong Division of the Bangladesh Army. On the way to the Canton-
ment of Chittagomg, Mr. Roy was publicly insulted by one Col. Ibrahim of
the Bangladesh Army without any reasomns.

On 7 July, 1988, the Mong Rajguru of Manikchari, Venerable Usadira
Mahathera was insulted at 8 a.m. near the Manikchari Upazilla Complex by
the Bangladesh Army personnel deliberately.

F. THE SITUATION .OF THE JUMMA REFUGEES

Initially the Bangladeshi regime flatly demied that any Jumma refu-
gees fled to the Indian State of Tripura in mid-1986 as a result of the
government violence in Manikchari, Lakshmichari, Panchari, Khagrachari and
Dighinala Upazillas. However,under the heavy pressure of the compassionate
international community, the Government of Bamgladesh very reluctantly
admitted that onmly 29,920 out of the total of 50,000 refugees were from
Bangladesh and that its security forces committed atrocities on the uparmed
Jumma people. To placate the indignant donmor countries and human rights
groups, the shrewd Bangladesh Government sent a l16-member delegation led
by Mr. Faruque Ahmed Chowdhury, the Bangladesh High Commissioner to India,
to talk with the Jumma refugees now sheltered in the Tripura State of
India about their repatriation. Mr. Ranjit Narayan Tripura and Mr. Prabha-
kar Chakma led the Jumma refugee representatives in the talks.

The talks between the Bangladesh official delegation amnd the refugee
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from 1530 - 1700 hrs. Mr. Chowdhury told the refugee leaders that the
Bangladesh Government had realised its blunders and so it was very much
repentent for doing injustice to the refugees, He assured the leaders of
the Jumma refugees that whatever wrong was done to the refugees in the past
would not be repeated and that there would be no more victimisation of the
Jumma people. The Bangladesh High Commissioner tried to impress upon the
refugee leaders by saying that the situation in the CHT was normal and
peaceful. He also promised that the refugees would be provided with full
security of life and property amd that they would be properly rehabili=-
tated when they would return home.

The verbal assurance of the Bangladesh High Commissioner failed to
convince the refugee representatives because his assurance was not rele-
vant to the actual situation in the CHT. The refugee leaders pointed out
that there was no peace in the CHT as the Bangladesh Government oppression
on the Jumma people was continuing unabated. They gave many examples of
atrocities committed by the Bangladesh armed forces amd the Bangladeshki
settlers. On hearing the stories of those brutalities, Mr. Farugque Ahmed
Chowdhury said that he had no kmowledge of those incidents and asked Mr.
Khurshid Ansar Khan, the Deputy Commissioner of the Khagrachari District
and also one of the members of the Bangladesh delegation, to speak on the
reported atrocities. Mr. Khan admitted that those reports were true.

The refugee representatives also drew the attention of the Bangladesh
delegation to the fact that on the four previous occasions of Jumma refugee
repatriation, the Bangladesh Government did not keep its promises to the
Jumma refugees. Although the Bangladeshi regime gave them all sorts of
verbal assurances about their security and rehabilitation, the refugees
were either abandoned or herded into concentration camps immediately after
their repatriation. The Bangladesh Government did not rehabilitate them
in their ancestral villages nor did it return their own agricultural lands
to them. On the other hand, the Bangladesh security forces beat the Jumma
refugees from Mizoram just after their repatriation. So the refugee
leaders could not rely on the hollow promises of Mr. Chowdhury.

4t the meeting Mr. Chowdhury claimed that the total number of the
Jumma refugees was about 30,000 whereas the refugees numbered some 50,000,
Eis refusal to recognise all the refugees led the refugee leaders to ask
him about the fate of the unrecognized refugees. The Bangladesh official
delegation could not give a satisfactory answer to this questicn as well.
Therefore, the Bangladesh Government assurances lacked sincerity and they
were dubious, illusive and motivated. The refugee representatives told the
Bangladesh delegation that "peace could not prevail at all in the CHT
while thousands of Bangladesh security forces and lakhs of Muslim Bengali
infiltrators were grabbing the lands of the Jumma people by exterminating
them". They "believe that if they return to their homeland on the verbal
assurances of the Bangladesh Government then they would be subjected to
further oppression and atrocities by the Bangladesh armed forces and the
Bengali Muslim infiltrators".

The refugee leaders presented a l2-point memorandum to the Bangladesh
delegation. The main points of the memorandum are: i) to solve the CHT
issue by political means, 1i) to remove all Bangladeshi settlers from the
CHT, iii) to withdraw all Bangladesh armed forces from the CHT, iv) to
open up the CHT to foreign journalists, neutral observers and human rights
groups, v) to repatriate the refugees only after the restoration of peace
and normalcy in the area, and vi) adequate financial help for the rehabili-
tation of the Jumma refugees. "The refugee leaders expressed clearly their
views that they would return to their homeland only when their 12-point
memorandum would be fulfilled”. Soon after receiving the memorandum, the
Bangladesh High Commissioner told the refugee delegates that "it was
impossible for the Bangladesh Government to fulfil the demands of the
memorandum, :

The Bangladesh delegation visited the Takumbari refugee camp On 11
1a 1088 4o —amausde *he refusees to oo back to their homes. "It met
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with angry demonstrations and protests from the refugees who declared that
unless and until their 12-point memorandum would be fulfilled by the
Bangladesh Government, they would mot return to their homeland - the CHT".
The Bangladesh delegation also visited the Kathalchari refugee camp the
next day and it also came under bitter protests and criticism from the
refugees there. The talks between the Bangladesh Government and the Jumma
refugee representatives ended in failure because the Bangladeshi regime is
not genuinely interested in repatriating and rehabilitating the refugees.
Clearly the Bangladesh Government does not wani a permament solution of the
CHT refugee problem. Therefore, international pressure should be brought
to bear on the regime of Bangladesh in order to compel it to meet the
genuine demands of the Jumma refugees.

G. ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALISM TN BANGLADESH

The fanatic regime of Gen. Ershad has made Islam the State Religion
of Bangladesh against the will of almost all opposition political parties
and all minmority communmities in Bangladesh. This Islamic law has really
threatened the existence of all non-Musiims in the country as it is
encouraging the Islamic¢ fundamentalists to attack the members of all
minority communities with greater zealotry than before., The Bangladesh
Supreme Court Bar Association has filed a writ petition. challenging the
validity of this controversial law as part of a nation-wide campaign for
the abolition of such a draconian decree. "The minority groups tried to
spearhead a movement by forming an action council of Hindus, Buddhists and
Christians™ and the council handed a petition to the Speaker of the Bangla-
desh Farliament. The petition said: "Declaration of Islam as the only
state religion will result in destroying national umity, curtail equal
rights of other communities amd even encourage them to take separatist
stands®.

The Christian churches - led by the Archbishop of Dhaka, Michael
Kozario, and Bishop Barnabas Mondal of the Church of Bangladesh - appealed
to the President, Government leaders and Members of Parliament to recon-
sider the move to "preserve the patrimony of independent Bangladesh".They
sald that "whenever a religion hecame a concern of the state, it passed in
to the hamds of those who possessed political power", and they believed
that "religion cannot be legislated... only under the guidance of authentic
religious persons will religion grow and advamce properly".

The Bangliadesh Hindu League, headed by Mr., Anukul Chandra Dev, has
urged Gen. Ershad to repeal the Islamic religion law saying that this has
triggered "systematic and motivated persecution of the Hindu community
endangering their life anmd security badly". It also claimed in a statement
- "After the enactment of the law in June last a reign of terror has been
let loose by fundamentalist forces with the connivance of the authorities
which resulted in a huge exodus of the persecuted minorities into neigh-
bouring India", Mrs. Sheikh Hasina Wazed, the leader of the Awami League,
has told reporters in Calcutta that at least 35,000 non-Muslims fled to
India by July, 1988, as a result of an upsurge of the Government-inspired
communalism in Bangladesh.

Since the declaration of Islam as the State Feligion of Bangladesh,
the Bangladesh security forces and the Bangladeshi settlers have been
brutalizing the unarmed Jumma pecple with the highest degree of Jihad-
fervour. Intoxicated with the Government-imposed State Religion, the
fanatic Bangladesh armed forces are frequently launching frenzied attacks
on the Jumma villages in order to seize the CHT for their co-religionists.
They brutally murder old people, women and children like goats and cows,
abduct young women and girls to rape them and to forcibly convert them to
Islam, and desecrate and destroy non-Muslim places of worship. The afore-
" sald massacres and atrocities testify clearly that the Jumma people are
the worst victims of the recently introduced Islamic law. They also expose
the true designs of the Bangladesh Government policy. The fanatic regime

of Gen. Ershad is concentrating its efforts on the annihilation of the
J1rmma meonloe s+ Yha mAamon + AP ar AvFarmS raEldme Fha cTiamma e sl o - e wa= 7}
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then turn against the other mimority communities with its full Islamic
fury. Perhaps, it is worth-mentioning that minority community schoel
children are beimg compelled te study Islam.

BE. INTERNATIONAL INTERVENTION

In response to our appeal for help, the oldest human rights group,
Anti-Slavery Society has kindly taken the matter up with the UN Working
Group on Indigenous Populations again in August, 1988. It has focussed
on the inhuman atrocities committed against the unarmed Jumma villagers
by the Bangladesh security forces. The Anti-Slavery Society has been
alarmed by the increased oppression in the CHT particularly after the
legislation of Islam as the only State Religion of Bangladesh. Recog-
nizing the fact that the policies of Dhaka have put the existence of the
Jumma people at risk, this conscience-keeper of the compassionate British
people has urged the Bangladesh Government to implement the following
measures:

1. Phe end of Bengali settlement in the Chittagong Hill Tracts;

2. The removal of the Bengali settlers excepi those comparatively few
families who pre-date the Bangladeshi statej

3. The withdrawal of all Bamgladeshi armed forces including non-tribal
policemen;

L. Financial amd other help for the rehabilitation of tribal refugees.

CONCLUSION

The Jumma refugees could not return to their traditional homeland
as the Bangladesh Government refused to create an atmosphere congemial
to their return to their homes. So they will have to stay longer in
India. It is not possible for India to take care_of so many refugees
for so long. I, therefore, appeal earnestly to you to look after the
Jumma refugees from this time onwards. The kindmess of Imdia has helped
them survive for two years and a half. Now they fully depend on your
help amd kindmess for their survival. I should be most grateful to you
if you would kimdly take ecomomic actions agaimst the Bangladeshi regime
with a view to compelling it to implement the demands of the Jumma
people.

With my best regards.

Yours sincerely

e | | (Ramendu

Dr. Rudolph C. Ryser, 4
Chairmam of the Center for World Indigemous Studies, )

P.0. Box 82038, Kenmore,
Washington 98028,
U.S.A.



THIS REPORT WAS SENT BY A CHAKMA WHO LIVES IN BANGLADESH, IT WAS RECEIVED
ON 26 AUGUST, 1988.

1. On 1.8.'88, the members of the Shanti Bahimi attacked a contingent of
the Banmgladesh Army while on patrol duty at Durchari, a place within the
Bagaichari Upazilla (Sub-District) under the Ramgamati (District), (The
Chittagomg) Hill Tracts & killed seven Army Personnel. In retaliation the
Bangladesh Army & the new (Bangladeshi) settlers attacked the nearby tribal
villages & killed about 300 tribals including women amd children on thke
following days, 3.8,'88-10.8.%88. About 25 young girls were also kidnapped
and taken to the Army camp. Their whereabouts are still not known. On
5.8.'88, the Army personmel also 1ifted about 20 passengers including women
and girls from the motor launch that was coming to Rapngamati from Bagaichari.
The Army amd the new (Bamgladeshl) settlers also attacked the tribal '
villages, burnt them & took away the cattle heads, paultry amd other
valuables. The people of the affected villages fled away to deep jungles.
The Chairman of the Bagaichari Upazilla, Mr. Lakshi Kumar Chakma and the
tribal teachers of the Bagaichari College were assaulted by the Army per-
sonnel & the new (Bamgladeshi) settlers. The affected villages are Durchari,
Khedarmara, Battuli, Sarwatuli, Bagaichari etc. Now there is mot a single
tribal ip those villages as all of them fled away to jumgles. The dead
bodies of the tribals (including women & children) were given mass burial

by the Army ag there are mo tribals to cremate them,

2. On 28 April, 1988, Mr. Arabindu Chakma, 28 years, of Khagrachari area,
was hacked to death by the Bangladeshi settlers.
3. In April, 1988, Mr. Shashanka Chakma, son of Mr. Sabinda Chakma of

Baradam village in Dighinala Upazilla, was shot dead by the Bangladesh Army
personnel while he was ploughing his lard. :

b In April, 1988, Mrs. Gurikani Chakma, wife of Mr. Naramya Chakma of
Banchara village in Dighinala Upazilla, was shot and seriously wounded by
the soldiers of the Bangladesh Army.

5. In May, 1988, Mr. Nirupam Chakma, son of Mr, Hoga Chakma of Tarabanya
village in Dighinala Upazilla, was hacked to death by the Bangladeshi
settlers with a broad knife.

6. On 2 July, 1988, the members of the Bangladesh Army attacked Harinath
Para village near Khagrachari at 1-30 a.m. They opened fire on the sleeping
villagers and killed i) Mr. Manmohan Chakma,28 yrs,son of Mr, Bharat Chandra
Chakma, ii) his mother, Mrs. Suramukhi Chakma, 55 yrs, and iii) one of his
relatives,Miss Barun Bala Chakma,l5 yrs,daughter of Mr, Jalakkamani Chakma,
and seriously injured i) Mrs. Mandira Chakma, 22 yrs, wife of Mr. Lalit
Kumar Chakma, and ii) her one year old daughter, Rukhi Chakma.

7. On 7 May, 1988, Mr. Theongya Badya's house at Molonca Para in Mamik
Chari Upazilla was burnt by one Farid, a leader of the Bangladeshi settlers
from Lamua. Complaint was lodged against the culprit with the Police and the
Army. No action was taken against Farid. Instead the Army harassed Mr.
Badya and dismissed the case.

&. On 10 May, 1988, the Bangladeshi settlers sttacked the tribal people,

who were coming to the market, in front of the Manik Chari Upazilla Complex.
The Police and the Army arrested the rioters for show only and did not take

any further actioms against the attackers.

9. In the first week of May, 1988, the Bangladeshi settlers of Lamua
nacked i) Mr, Aungjosai Marma and ii) his wife, Mrs. Anima Marma to pieces.
The murdered victims lived in the Rangapani Mouza within Mamikchari Upazilla.

10. In mid-May, 1988, the Gandong Buddhist temple at Gandong in Mapikchari
Upazilla and the statues of the Buddha were destroyed by the Bangladesh Army
and the Bangladeshi settlers.

11. On 25 June, 1988, Mr. Rajib Roy was representing the Mong Chief of
Manikchari at a meeting called by the General Officer Commanding of the
e e e L P +he Rampcladesh Armvy at Chittagong Cantpnment. On
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the way to the Chittagong Cantonment Mr. Roy was publicly insulted on the
main road by Col. Ibrahim of the Bangladesh Army.

12, On 7 July, 1988, the Rajguru of Manikchari, Venerable Usadira
Mahathera was insulted. at 8 a.m. near the Marikchari Upazilla Complex by
the Bangladesh Army personnel.




A REPORT ON THE RECENT_VISIT 70 THE TRIBAL REFUGEE CAMPS IN SOUTH TRIPUEA,
INDIA, BY THE BANGLADESH DELEGATION HEADED BY THE BANGLADESH HIGH

COMMISSIONER 70 INDIA, MR. FARUQUE ABMED CHOWDHURY .

A sixteen—member;Bangladesh delegation headed by Mr. Farugue Ahmed
Chowdhury, the High CommissioneT in India, yisited the Chakma refugee camps
in south Tripura, India, on 11 and 12 July, 1988. The Bangledesh team also
had talked with the Chakma refugee Jeaders during the visit. Mr. QhO?dhuyy
and Mr. Akram-Ul-Qadir, the Counsellor in the Bangladesh High Commission iR
Kew Delhi, arrived in Agartala on 9 July, 1988, to join the other members
of the Bamgladesh delegation who arrived at Sabrum, south Tripura, from the
porder town of Ramgarh, the Chittagong Hill Tracts, on 10 July, 1988.

The Indian;Government, through the Government of Tripura S?ate, ex-
tended diplomatic facilities and cooperation to the Bangladesh Righ Comml-
ssionmer and his team to talk with the Chakma refugee leaders. Talks were
neld at Jatan Bari Duk Bungalow on 11 July, 1988, from 1530 hrs to 1700 hrs.

The sixteen-member Bangladesh delegation was ied by the Bangladesh
High Commissioner to India. Mr. Ranjit Farayan Tripura and Mr. Prabhakar
Chakma led the Chakma refugee representatives in the talks. The members of
the Bangladesh delegation were: 1) Mr, Faruque Ahmed Chowdhury, the High
Commissiomer Of Bangladesh, Hew Delhi, India, 2) Mr. Akram-Ul-Qadir, Coun-
sellor, Bangladesh High Commission, New Delhi, Imdia, 3) Mr. Mohammad
Kohurshid Ansar Khan, the Deputly Commissioner of the Khagrachari District,
4) Major Hasan of the Bangla Desh Rifles (BDR) wimgs Ramgarh, 5) The Addi-
tional Superintendent of Police of the Khagrachari District, 6) Mr. Deba-
shish Roy, the Chakma Chief, Rangamati, 7) Mr. Gautam Dewam, the Chairman
of the Town Committee, Ranmgamati, 8) Mr. Charu Bikash Chakma, & contractor,
Rangamati, 9) Mr. Jonanendu Bikash Chakma, an Advocate, Rangamatl, 10) Mr.
Phami Bhusan Tripura, 2 business man, Ramgarh Upazilla, 11) Mr. Nagendra
Pripura, the Chairman of the Guimara Umion Parishad (Council), Matiranga
Upazilla, 12) Mr. Saithomng Chowdhury, the Headman of No. 242 Pujgang Mouza,
Panchari Upazilla (Sub-District), 13) Mr. catish Chandra Chakma, the Chair-
man of the Logang Unionm parishad, Panchari Upazilla, 14) Mr. Lal Nuk Bawm,
the Head Master of Ruma High School, Ruma, Ruma Upazilla, 15) Mr. Pijush
Kanti Chakma, the Chairman of the Dighinala Union Parishad, Dighinala Upa-
zilla, amd 16) Mr. Hla Ching Prue Marma, Bamdarban, Bandarban District.

' OBJECT OF THE TALKS

aAbout fifty thousand Jumma (the people of the Chittagong Hill Tracts)
refugees f{rom the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) have been compelled to take
shelter in the Indian State of Tripura, as & result of the killing, raping
ard arsoning committed by the Bangladesh security forces in league with the
Bengali Muslim impfiltrators since May, 1986. The refugees are reluctant to
be repatriated to their homeland without a guarantee of security to thelr
1ives and property. To the Indian Government, this refugee problem 18
totally a humanitarian question and this is the reason why the Government
of India is kindly bearimg the huge burden created by such a large number
of refugees. 1n the eyes of the Indian Government, it %ill be simply
iphuman to send these helpless refugees pack to their homeland against thelr
will. Obviously, the responsibility of building confidence amongst the
panic-stricken refugees lies with the Bangladesh government. The regime of
Bangladesh should do so by creating an atmosphere which will guarantee the
security of the lives and property of the refugees. This measure will
certainly encourage the refugees to return to their homeland and thus the
refugee problem can be solved once and for all. The visit of the Bangladesh
delegation to Tripura was aimed at meeting the refugees and persuading them
to return to their homelanmd at their earliest convenience.

GIST OF THE TAIKS -

7 Mr. Farugue Ahmed Chowdhury tried to conciliate the refugee leaders
?t tge;??e}}ng by,saying.that his delegation was gent by President Ershad
S S S T e the refupees regarding their return to their homes
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that the Government realised its blunders, Mr. Chowdhury alsc said that the
Bangiadesh Government was very much repentent for doing injustice to the
refugees, He assured the refugee leaders that whatever wromg was done to
the refugees would not be repeated and that there would be no more victimi-
sation. Mr. Chowdhury promised that the refugees would be provided with
full security of life and property and that they would be properly rehabi-
litated when they would return home. To assure the refugee representatives,
he said that the situation in the CHT was normal and peaceful and that the
tribal members of his delegation had come with him to tell the refugees
about the prevailing conducive atmosphere in the CHT. President Ershad sent
him to convey the following messages to the refugees: I) Peaceful situation
prevails in the CHT and the refugees could go back, II) Development acti-
vities in the CHT is going on in full swimg, III) The Government would pro-
perly rehabilitate the refugees when they return home, IV) Security of life

and property shall be guaranteed, and V) Lands grabbed illegally shall be
returned to the actual owner.

With the above-mentioned points the Bangladesh delegation verbally
tried to persuade the refugees to returm to their homes., Only verbal assm-
rances of the Bangladesh delegation could not satisfy the refugees and win
their confidence. The refugee representatives raised a question about the
sincerity of President Ershad's intention to repatriate the refugees because
according to the Bangladesh Government delegation the total number of the
re fugees was about 30,000 ocut of which 8,000 refugees had already returned
to their homes on their own. Therefore,only 22,000 refugees remained at the
refugee camps in India, On the other hand, the refugee representatives
claimed that they were about 50,000 in number. So, even if the Bangladesh
Government agrees to repatriate the refugees what would be the fate of those
refugees who have not been recognised by the Bangladesh Government ? The
Bangladesh official delegation could not give a satisfactory answer to this
guestion. The refugee representatives believe that if they return to their
homeland on the verbal assurances of the Bangladesh Government then they
would be subjected to further.oppression amnd atrocities by the Bangladesh
armed forces amd the Bemgali Muslim infiltrators. They termed the assurance
of the Bangladesh Government as dubious, illusive and motivated. It was
not relevant to what was happening in the CHT, They further told the
Bangladesh delegation that peace could not prevail at all in the CHT while
thousands of Bangladesh security forces and lakhs of Muslim Bengali infil-
trators were grabbing the lands of the Jumma people by exterminating them.
The refugee leaders cited a number of instances of gross violation of human
rights and also the fresh military build-up in the area. The instances were
as shown below:

1. On 28 April, 1988, Mr. Arabindu Chakma of Faran Khiya village near
Khagrachari was hacked to death by Muslim infiltrators. His wife, Mrs.
Sobha Chakma and his father-in-law, Mr, Taranga Mohan Chakma were also
severely wounded by the same culprits for which they had to be admitted 1nto
a hospital.

2. ~ On 28 April, 1988, Mr, Sashanka Chakma of Baradam village in Dighinala
Upazilla was gunned down by the Bangladesh army personmel. On the same day -
the culprits molested Mrs. Kalpana Chakma, a teacher of a Government Primary
School, and then shot her in the breast.

3. On 30 June, 1988, Mr. Kamal Chakma of Harinath Para village adjacent
to Khagrachari, his mother and his three daughters were killed during an
attack at dead of might by the Bangladesh army personnel. His wife and her
child were also wounded seriously by the raiders anmd they had to be taken
to a hospital for treatment,

L. On 4 June, 1988, the images of Lord Buddha at Milanava Bouddha Vihara
of Pujgang area in Panchari Upazilla were broken into pieces by the soldiers
- 0f the Bamgladesh army. The invaders also cut down the sacred Bo-tree,
fruit-bearing trees and flowering plants in the garden of the Buddhist

- temple.

5. All trees w1th1n a dlstance of two hundred metres from both 51des of
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the orders of the Bangladeshi regime.

6. The Bangladesh Government has built up new military camps at i) Khedar
Chara, ii) Rupa Sen Karbari Para, iii) Bamer Mukh Chara in Panchari Upazilla
iv) Gallua Mun in Dighinala Upazilla and so on. This fresh military build-
up is a threat to peace and normalcy in the region.

When the aforesaid instances were cited, the Bangladesh High Commi-
ssioner told the refugee representatives that he had no knowledge about the
incidents. Then he asked Mr. Khurshid Ansar Khan, the Deputy Commissioner
of the Khagrachari District, to speak on the matter. Mr. Khan admitted the
facts but dismissed them as sporadic incidents. The refugee representatives
told the Bangladesh delegation that the refugee problem had started since
the emergence of Bangladesh, The Jummas have been compelled to take refuge
in India mamy times. Bvery time they were repatriated by the Bangladesh
Government with verbal assurances only and after being repatriated they
found to their surprise that the Bangladesh Government had gome back on its
words ard commitments, DPast experiences reveal the untold sufferings of the
repatriated Jumma refugees, For example, 18,000 refugees were repatriated
from Tripura in 1981, and 4,000 refugees from Mizoram in 1986. The refugees
who were repatriated from Mizoram were even beaten up by the B.D.R. (Bangla
Desh Rifles) personnel immediately after their repatriation in the presence
of the Indian Border Security Forces on the Indian soil in Mizoram. In stead
of rehabilitating these ill-fated refugees properly the Bangladeshi regime
subjected them to torture and rape and then abandoned them. Most shockingly
they found that their ancestral lands were occupied by the Muslim settlers.

The refugee representatives handed over a 12-point memorandum to the
Bangladesh delegation., It was addressed to President Ershad. The contents
of the memorandum are:

1. Not to repatriate the Jumma refugees until total peace and normalcy
is restored in the CHT.

2. To repatriate the Jumma refugees only after a tripartite talk among
the representatives of the Indian Government, Bangladesh Government and the
Jana Samhati Samiti of the Chittagomg Hill Tracts.

3. To arrange a visit to the CHT by neutral observers such as Indian
Parliamentariams, journalists from the news agencies - PTI, UNI, BBC, VOA,
AFP etc. together with refugee representatives to see whether the situation
in the CHT is really conducive to the repatriation of the refugees.

L, To stop the infiltration of Bengali Muslims in the CHT, and to with-
draw all Bengali infiltrators from the CHT,

5. To restore to the Jummas the lands which have been grabbed by the
Muslim infiltrators, to rehabilitate the refugees with proper security
arrangement, amd to wind up the so-called cluster villages or ideal villages.

6. Proper compensation to the refugees for their losses in life and
propertiy.
7. To stop immediately all activities for the propagation of Islam in

the CHT and to return the Jummas , who were converted to Islam, to their
religious belief.

8. To give entrance to all Humanitarian Orgamizations and foreign
journalists into the CHT to observe the overall situation in the CHT.

g. To stop all sorts of repressions on the Jummas.

10. To withdraw all military and para-military forces and also the Canton-
ments at Dighinala, Ruma and Alikadam from the CHT.

11. To settle the CHT problem politically through bilateral talks between
the Jana Samhati Samiti and the Bangladesh Government. '

1z, To give regiomal autonomy to the CHT with a separate legislature with
a view to safeguardimg the Jumma national existence and land rights amd
also to settlimg the refugee problem permanmently.



~l

The refugee leaders expressed c¢learly their views that they would
return to their homeland only when their 1l2-point memorandum would be ful-
filled.

Soon after receiving the memorandum from the representatives of the
refugees, the Bamgladesh High Commissioner told the refugee representatives
that it was impossible for the Bangladesh Government to fulfil the demanmds
of the memorandum. He further stated that no sovereign state could fulfil
such demands. '

The talks between the Bamgladesh delegation and the CHT refugee re~
presentatives ended in total failure., After the talks were over, the
Bangladesh delegation visited the Takumbari Refugee Camp in order to per-
suade the refugees to return to their homes. It met with amgry demonstra-
tioms and protests from the refugees who declared that unless and until
their l2-point memorandum would be fulfilled by the Bangladesh Government
they would mot return to their homeland - the CHT. The Bangladesh delega-
tion left the Takumbari Refugee Camp in total despair, It also visited the
Kathalchari Refugee Camp the next day. The outcome of its Kathalchari
visit was the same as that of its Takuvmbari visit.

In an attempt to mislead the world opimion, the Bangladesh Government
included so-called tribal leaders of the CHT in the delegation as members
and thus it tried to make a political gain by forcing them to speak of
normalcy amd peace in the CHT during the talks with the refugee representa-
tives. The so-called tribal leaders were - Mr., Charu Bikash Chakma, Mr.
Debashish Koy and Mr. Gautam Dewan - and they spoke like a record Of His
Master's Voice at the beck anmd call of their Master - the Bangladesh
Government. However, their efforts failed like a sudden stomping on banana
peels. They met with bitter criticisms from the refugee representatives
and they were mot given anmy importance by the refugee representatives during
the talks, |

REMARKS:

It has become clear from the recent visit of the Bamgladesh official
delegation to the Jumma refugees in South Tripura that the Bangladesh
Government does not want a permament solution of the CHT refugee problem.
Therefore, internatiomal pressure should be brought to bear on the Govern-
ment of Bamgladesh in order to permanently solve the CHT refugee problem.

XEXXX

This report is based on the information sent by an Indian Observer on 21st
July, 1988.
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BANGLADESH |

Thelslamic way

E{shéd ’s religious amendment steals Zealots' thunder

By S. Kamaiuddin in Dhaka

he 7 June constitutional amendment
making Islam the state religion of
Bangladesh has confounded the opposi-

Voice of the victims: page 16

tion. Mainline opponents — Who
bovcotted the March elections — and
other groups agitating against what they
see as exploitation of the majority reti-
gion. are unlikely 1o generate enough
feelmo within thé country ta force the
repeal of the amendment.

While the move has cut the ground
from under fundamentalist uroups call-
ing for an Islamic state, it continues a
towards Islamisation which
began in Bangiladesh in late 1979, Then.
a constitutional amendment removed
the four state principles, including sec-
ularism. and inserted Bismillah-ar-
rahman-ar-rahim (in the name of Allah.
the beneficent. the merciful) in the
preamble to the constitution.

Bangiadesh differs from those Is-
lamic countries preaching fundamen-
talism in that its people. while devout.
are relaxed about their religious beliefs.
But some observers believe President
H. M. Ershad mav eventuallyv be forced
into creating an Islamic state, despite
his expressed view that such a develop-
ment is not his government’s intention,

The Qovemment has argued that the
latest amendment gives recagnition to
the Mushm rjchglon practised by the
majority -of the population, and re-
moves a propaganda tool from the

hands - of fundamentalist groups. But js Left-wing alliance.

critics in the rift-prone mainline opposi-
tion charge the move was unnecessary
and illegal, while the fundamentalist
groups are divided. with some believing
the amendment does not go far enough.

~Nationalist

A recently formed Committes for

Resistance against Repression, said on ¢

10 June that the amendment would result
in “religious extrernism and a:scnmma-
tion’ (aoamst MINOITY groups}, obstruct
intellecrual freedom and ultimately put
medieval restrictions on the rights of
women. It was. the commitiee stated, &
move taken 10 perpetuate the authorira-
tian rule of the Ershad government.
The passage of the bilt was opposed
in parliament by the so-called Jovai op-
position. which staged a walkout. The
ieader of the parliamentary opposition,
A. 8. M. Abdur Rab.
said the move would
divide the nation
further. Protest
marches and a one-day
strike on 12 June were
organised by the main-
line opposition. made
up of the eight-
party alliance led by
the Awami League’s
Sheikb Hasina, the
seven-party grouping
led by the Bangladesh
Party's
(BNP} Khaleda Zia,
and the five-party

Hasina told a large
protest mmeelng 1o
Dhaka on 9 June that
whenever her group
had an opportumty. it

i
|

Ershad more pressures ahead.

would scrap ‘the iamendmemnt “bill: She

charged: thatit was aheinousamovesc i

destroy the spirit vithe’ iberation war
and reunite Bangladesh-with Pakisman.
{Bangfadesh, formerly East Pakistan:
became mdependentm.‘lQ?l 3

“The: BNP's Khaleda said the:amend-
mentwas “highlypelitically motivated”
and was an attempt 1o exploit religion to
divide the nation and generate & com-
munal atmosphere. She described the
present patliament as “illegal” and said
that it did not have the authority either
to amend the consttution Or even pass
anv law.

Prime Minister Moudud Ahmed
countered the opposinon charges bv
emphasising that the bill would heip
consolidate national unity and resist the
growth of fundamentalism. Ahmed.
who fought in the war for secession from
Pakistan. argued that the amendment
did not negate the spirit of the liberation
war ~which was not foughi on the basis
of secularism.”

A senior official. who did not want to
be quoted. told the REVIEW that the

amendment biil was
drafied along the lines
of the Malaysian Con-
stitution where Islam
£ has also been given the
§ status of state religion.
“Perhaps it makes
some sense in a coun-
try Lke Malavsia
where the Mushims
barely maintain their
numerical  superior-
ity.” he said. “But
in Bangladesh about
90% of the people are
Muslim and it was not
necessary.” It also did
not mean anvthing
since there was no con-
stitutional provision 10
ensure any Islamic
teners were enacted as

BRI

J Jaw, and that the basic -

However, it and other fundamental.isf groups, which be-

Fundamental differences

_Orthodox groups cauhously crmca[

hile the passage of the constltutional amendment bill
40 makeJslam the-state religion has-been welcomed by
the country’s rightwing political parties in general, there are
.a range of views within fundamentalist groups on the move.
-The orthedox Jamaat-e-Islami and other groups have ex-
pressed cautious criticism,-suggesting the amendment does
not-go far enough in setfing up a truly Islamic state, while
another influential group, the Tablig Jamaat, believes that
religion and politics should remain separate.
_The Jamaat-e-Islami’s contention Is that the constitu-
inonal‘change was a shrewd and calculated step by the gov=

ernment 1o “subvert” the *genitiné” pro-Istamic partiw

imovement to establish  Islam.asa social system-based on
sharia {Islamic law), and expleit the peopls 'rehcrmus senti-

: menl‘sm :hegmemment sfavour.

tieved that the amendment did not change the basically secu-
lar character of the constitution, were careful in voicifig their
criticism. As both the government and the secularist mauﬂme
opposition alliances accuse the Jamaat — the most organised
and powerful fundamentalist group — of exploiting religion
to-hoodwink simpie-minded people for political gains, it has
to be extremely cantious on the subject.

- For tactical reasons, the Jamaat has largely followed the
posxtlon of the three mainline opposition groups: the eight-
party alliance led by Sheikh Hasina, the seven-party alliance
headed bythe BanOIadesh National Party’s Khaleda Zia and
the lefiwing ﬁve-party alliance. These groups’ have said that
the controversial fourth parliament — elected on 3 March in

- ppolis boycotted by the opposition —did not havethe people’s
‘mandate 1o ‘amend the constitution and therefore any such

move should be considered illegal.
The mmendment had, according fo some Islamic fon-

- damentalist scholars, merely inserted in the tonstitztion &

new article, which reads:*The statereligion-of the republic is




_unchanged.
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character of the con-
stitution had remained

Ershad. who was
present in the parlia-
ment building for the
passage of the biil. on 9
June -wisited Muslim
holy man Moulana
Hashmartullah at Ar-
roshi. abour 80 km
southwest of Dhaka..
and toid a large crowd
that the recognition of
Islam as the stare reli-
gion “will enable us to
ltve as a nation with dis-
tinct identity.” Ershad is
an ardent disciple of the
holy man.

A diplomatic source
said that while govern-
ment {eaders, including
Ershad. appeared keen

T

R 2 iy
Prolesters denounce movas towards an isiam

¢ sfafe,

e
i

The movement
centred round omly a
few activists instead of
arqusing the suppors of
the broad masses. While
the . two leaders. —
Hasina and Khaleda —
managed to pur up a
show of unity for the be-
nefit of the people, they
were trying to cut each
other out politically.
Hasina seems to believe
that her party has the
organisational strength
and popular support to
taunch a2 movement,
while any strategy for a
united movement based
on untested premises:
has taken a back seat in
Khaleda’s mind.

The Right-wing or-
thodox Jamaar-e-Islami,

to maintam the secular
character of the country, they might
soon find it increasingly difficult to with-
siand mounting pressures from the fun-
damentatist groups to declare the coun-
try an Islamic repubtic and then to intro-
duce Islamic law 1o complete the circle.

W hile the Islamic countries appeared
quite happy over the develop-
ment, New Dethi has quietly expressed
its dissatisfaction and concern zbout the

possible impact the-bill may have on the |

Hindu minority. It fears that armed with
the pew bill. some Muslim elements
couid take the law into their own hands
and create a situation to force the Hin-
dus 1o migrate to India. Indian diploma-
tic sources here are saying that they are
receiving large numbers of letters from
Hindus saying thar they were suffering
from a sense of insecurity and some
complained of regular harassment by
the majority community members.
Communal harmony has been main-
tamed in Bangladesh with fio. majer

communal disturbance in the country
since riots in 1964, and the reports of
widespread insecurity may be exagger-
ated. But the rumbie of a united opposi-
tion movement 1o unsear the Ershad re-
gime has turned into a whimper of pro- -
test as the opposition groups fail o
maintain unity, totally demoralising po-
litica] activists. As a result, the danger
of fundamenalist facrions reviving
communal forces cannot be ruled out.
Meanwhile, the Awami
chief’s declaration that any future unity
with other political parties.has to con-
form strictly to the party’s programme,
which includes the demaad for a resto-
ration of the original constitution. and
not just the ousting of Ershad, is a stum-
bling block to cooperation with other
major political parties. But the seads of
disunity were inherent in the way the
movement against Ershad began late
last vear when a broadly based pro-
gramme for reforms declined into a

League

crusade against one person - Ershad.

for the first time since
the united opposition movement against
the Ershad regime began in late 1983,
failed to come out with a common pro-
gramme for the afliance-propesed 12
June strike, since it has found it dif-
ficult to oppose openly the Islamisation
bill. The Awami League and other Lett-
wing parties — especially the pro-Mos-
cow Commurist Party of Bangiadesh —
have openly stepped up their hoszilities
against the Jamaat. The BNP also will
be forced not to cooperate with the
Jamaat.

This state of affairs should normaily
provide an opportunity to the ruling
Jatiya Party (JP) and Ershad 1o consoli-
date their position. But the JP, because
of internal rivairies and organisational
weaknesses. has failed to utilise the ad-
vantages to the full, Also, the Islami-
sation move bv Ershad — while enabl-
ing him to seize the injtiative for now —
also runs the risk of overtaking him.
How soon. though. is difficult to pre-
dict. 8]

.@—

Islam, but other religions may be practised in peace and har-
mony in the republic.” But it had failed to declare that
sovereignty belonged to Aliahk and not the people and that all
the laws to be framed should be based on the Koran and the
sannah (teachings of the prophet). :

The Tablig Jamaat, an affiliate of the fundamentalist
world bedy based in. New Delhi and second in erganisation
and power only to the Jamaat-e-Islami, does not seem con-
cerned about the constitutional amendment. The fundamen-
tal difference between the two groups is that the Tablig
Jamaat calls for the purification of the soul and personal re-
form and the Jamaat-e-Islami believes in capturing political
power in order to effect social reform. :

" Fhe Eablia atrs 5. ‘
iv the'need for indulging irpolitics?” The Tablig
ngex thas the Famaat-e-Islami jiz the conn-

sidey andein the mosques whéreits members preach: per-
at sefornr, aid it has proved oo be. the mest effective
legtoetlie Famaat'ssocial acti dvisio_ It hias been deserified

". Eﬂ‘ ’-n'[,e‘ ..I‘._E “—Ats‘—-as-:. -l': “'pt as E& Ih}ls— i h . : t,.” it‘d > '

Janmat’s: view is: T everyone becomes.re--

acompletecode of life.>. -~

not work with other groups against the government.
The Islamic Constitution ¥Movement {(ICX¥D), which differs
from both the Jamaat and Tablig Jamaat, has been formed
by four reformist organisations: the Islamic Solidarity Move-
ment led by barrister Korban Ali, the Bangladesh Khelafat
Andolan of Moulana Abdur Rahim, the Islamic Jubo Shibir
headed by Sheikhul Hadith Voulana Azizul Hug, and the
Bangladesh Mujahed Committee led by Abidur Rahman.
The ICM, whese four components may merge formalty
into one body, has been launched to achieve a four-point de-
mand: that sovereignty belongs to Allah; that the Koran and
the sunpah should be the basis of all laws; that all existing
laws should be changed according to sharia within a definite
period of the time; and:that the country’s administration
should berun by a representative form of government..
Ali:said the deciaratiom: of Islagz as the state religion was
notnecessary but;. in view of Bangladesh’s secular constiti-
tion:“‘which gees against the Islamic constitutiom?” was a sfep
forward. Bat Alisaid=“Wewant implententationof Isiara as
TS Kamaluddin
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' Women=and minorities protest the islamic move

hescountry’s mminorities, secularists,
| and -women’s -organisations have
roundly -criticised the ‘move to declare
Islam qas the state Teligion. While the
women’s groups think that the recently
passed law was unnecessary and could
even erode women's rights. the
minorities argued that the move would
negate the spirit of the Liberation War
of 1971, which was fought by all citizens
regardless of their religion. _
Despite repeated government assur-
ances that the introduction of Islam as
the state religion will not affect the
minority  communities. non-Mushms
appeare¢ deeply concerned. Secalar-
minded Muslims felt that tiie move was
uncalleé for in a country where more
than 879% of population are Muslims.
Hindus account for less than 10% , with
Christians and Buddhists making up the
rest. Inevitabiy. the introduction of the
enabling legislation last month sparked
off protest from all these groups.-
However. the mainline opposition
alkances. which had been talking about
launching a massive protest throughout
the country against the government
move, failed to translate their threat

into action. In fact, there was wide-

spread frustration in the opposition
camp as Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina left for India where her children
are studying. Her return home almost
coincided with the passage of the bill.
The -minorty groups tried

Christians. The council organised sev-
eral protest meetings and managed 1o
stage a march on the parliament. where

. the 2.000 demonstrators handed a peti- !

tion 1o the speaker of the parlament.
The petition said: “Declaration of Islam
as the only state religion will Tesult in
destroving national unity, curtail equal

rights of other communities and even |

encourage them to take separatist
stands.” The council also pleaded for
separaie electorates for minority com-

munities. Similar groups in some dis-

tricts with substannial minority popula-
tions also raised their voices in protest.

The Christian churches — led by
the Archbishop of Dahaka, Michael

Rozario, and Bishop Barnabas Mondal

of the Church of Bangladesh — ran a
front page advertisement in an Enghsh-

| cannot be legislated . . . only . . . under
to |
A 1
spearhead & movement by forming an
action council of Hindus, Buddhists and |

language daily appealing to-the-presi-
-dent,-government Jeaders andmembers-
.of parliament 1o reconsideraheanoveo;
_“preserve the pamimony:;of dndepen
dent Bangladesh.™ S
- "The .advertisement. said that-when-: |;
‘ever-a Teligion -became-aconcern:of. ;-
the state, it. passed .into thehands.of
those .who possessed -politicalzpower;
and.added: “It is our belief that Teligion

the guidance of authentic rehgious per-
sons will religion grow and advance
properly.”

Although the legislation allows other
-religions to be practised in “peace and
harmony.” critics have pointed out that
it could open the way towards fun-
damentalism. Some fundamentalists
have alreadv mounted pressure for de- |
claring Bangiadesh an Istamic state.

Independent MP Nurul Islam, whiie
discussing the bill in parliament, asked:
“Wilt the corrupt give up taking bribes
after this bill is passed? Will everyone
become relicions? Wili all become
angels?” And he added: “Are you sure
you are ndi creating more problems?”

Among the problems the new law
would create is the fear of fundamen-
talism and the curbing of women’s
rights. Women's groups have main-
tained that the new law is totally un-
necessary because the country is well

MACAU

Broadcast news

Probe into igéal TV company turns into political crisis

By Tai Miné Cheung in Macau

M acau’$ most riveting drama is cur-
rently being plaved out behind,
rather than on. the Portuguese en-
clave’s TV screens. A judicial mnquiry.
initiallv set up to investigate allegations
of financial impropriety and misappro-
priation of funds at the local TV com-
pany. Teledifusao de Macau (TdM).
has turned into a political crisis for the
_ government.

Heads in the administration have
begun 1o roll. The director of the Justice
Affairs Office, Alberto Costa, and a de-
puty were sacked in early June by their
boss, Undersecretary for Justice and
Administration Jose Antenic DBar-
reiros, for allegedly putting pressure on
the judge in the TdM case, Jose Manuel
Celeiro. This happened despite an in-
terpal inquiry winch cleared the two.
Even as Costa’s influential supporters in
the administration promised retalia-
tion, Barreiros is reported to have ten-
dered his resignation.

The judicial investigation was-begun
after a former joumnalist :at TdM,
Fduardo Maia Cadete, gave an inter-
view 10 a local newspaper on 12 March
alleging serious malpractices by TdM'’s

chairman, Antonio Riheiro. Cadete’s
'Ei]cgations, a source said, resulted from
a personal feud between his wife and
Ribeiro.

The investigation centres on the 1ole
of Ribeiro, two other board members,
staff from TdM's accounts department
and four officials from the Portuguese
bank, Bance National Ultramarino,
during TdM's changeover earlier in the
vear from a state-owned concern to a
{imited public company. The investiga-
tion is looking into allegations that pay-
ments made by the new company. TdM
(SARL). appeared in the accounts of
the old company, TdM (EP). and that
company funds were used for personal
reasons, including a holiday to Thailand
by Ribeiro.

Local lawyers and observers say ir-
regular business practices, such as the
backdating of accounts, is standard in
Macau and are surprised at the way in
which the affair has ballooned. “Other
larger financial scandals go unreported,
so what makes the TdM case so im-
portant?” said one Portuguese jour-
nalist.

The case's significance is more politi-

P
cal than legal. though the two strands
are interwoven. On trial are not only
TdM officials. but also Macau’s legal
and political system, a Macanese politi-
cian said. “Justice needs tobe seentobe
done, otherwise confidence in Macau’s
institutions will be seriously under-
mined,” said Alexandre Ho. a deputy of
Macau's Legistative Assembly.

The case shows up serious deficien-
cies in the legal svstem, including the
lack of measures to deal with corrup-
tion. This is not surprising, say some ob-
servers, noting that corruption is a fact
of life in Macau. -

Attempts to reform the system have
met with little success. Legislation was
recently passed making it illegal for gov-
ernment officials to accept gifts of more
than Patacas 500 (US$62.11) on ppblic
holidays {other periods were nol in-
cluded), though a proposal to establish
an agency to enforce it, along the lines
of Hongkong’s Independent Commus-
sion Against Corruption, was defeated.

Apolarisation of views between those
Portuguese and Chinese closely fol-
lowing the affair seems to have taken
place, a Chinese politician said. “It is
a case of their [the Portuguese] views,
and ours |the Macanese 6hinese=}. The
Chinese demand jusiice, while the Por-
tuguese want damage limitation.”
-Such a division of views Teflects the
wider gulf between the indigenous
Chinese and Portugpese in the povern-

ment, and Macanese society in general.

—p
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served by the 1937 legisiation on Mus-
lim personal law incorporating aspects
of the religious sharia (Islamic law).

The women’s rights groups are also
deeply frustrated at the half-hearted
protests mounted by the mainhine oppo-
sition parties. They say that the opposi-
tion leaders have chickened out because
of the fear that any concerted protest
against the [siamic biil could be used by
the government to claim that the oppo-
sition was agitating against Islam it-
seif. :

arious women’s organisations —

including such umbrella bodies as
the United Women's Forum, National
Women Lawyers Association, Mahila
Samiry, Mahila Parishad and Na-
ripakhya - are now expected 10 put
pressure on the government so that any

attempts at introducing fundamentalist

laws. especially those discriminating
against women. are frustrated.

Sigma Huda. general secretary of the
Women Lawyers Association. who is
also prominent in -human-rights ac-
tivities, said emphasis on Isiam had
been building up since late president

LRt acd

Islamic country. But that process had
just started. she told the REVIEW.

_PREE (i

The United Women's Forum or-
ganised a number of rallies and proces-
sions led by well-known poets and writ-
ers. including Sufia Kamal and Nilima
Ibrahim, bur it failed to-budge the ad-
minisiration from its chosen path. This
strategy of confrontation by feminists
was, however, not to the liking of some
women, who felt that indirect pressure
through the wives of top government
leaders could have bomne betier resuits.

Huda pointed our that soon after the
government announced its intention to

introduce the recently passed law, the
Iranian Embassy in Dhaka circulated a
publication entitled Starus of Women in
[ran, which she described as “obscene.”
The publicarion sought to focus on the
theme that the responsibility of women
in an {siamic country was merely to pro-
duce and raise children. Like Huda,
other women leaders felt that if and
when secular parties returned to power
they would find it extremely difficult to
reverse the policy of Islamisation.

— S. Kamaiuddin

Ziaur Rahman's days in 1979. All the ; =%
same. she had never believed rthat |{
Bangiadesh would become officially an |

The government, especially its upper
echelons, is regarded as a Poringuese
preserve because Portuguese is the only
official language, and the Chinese do
not speak it. Therefore, scandals such as
the TdM affair provide ready ammuni-
tion for those in the Chinese commun-
ity, who feel left out of the territory’s af-
fairs, to criticise the Masonic-like na-
rure of the government.

Because senior members of Macau's
Portuguese elite are under investiga-
tion. with the likelihood of mqre being
implicated if the case continueq, there is
growing concern that a a cover-up is on
the cards. “Pressure

though those who attended the meeting
gave contradictory accounts as to
whether the letters were discussed.
Although few doubt the governor's
innocence in the scandal, the way the
TdM changeover was allowed to be
handled may bring a more serious
charge of incompetent or negligent
management upon the government.
There have been calls for Melancia’s
resignation in the local press because of
this affair and other indiscretions. A
Portguese lawver, Carmona e Silva,
writing in the newspaper Comercio de
Macau. criticised the appointment of
“unqualified”  civil

has been building in
the last few days fora
cover-up,” alocal ob-
server said, “inchad-
ing increasing criu-
cism by local pro-
government news-
papers of the judge
and his motives for
continuing the in-
quiry.” ‘
The  governor,
Carlos Melancia; may
yetbecalledonbythe
judge to- explain his
knowledge: ifany, of
the affair; Itisalleged
thatMelancia attend= "
ed;ameeting i Feb-
reasy-wherrietters of
credit=-belonging - to-
- TdMEwere-discussed,

Melancia: indiscretions.

servanisinthe admin-
istration - and the
granting of land con-
cessions without
proper tenders — in-
cluding the backdat-
ing of some since the
Sino-Portuguese
Joint Declararion on
Macau’s future
signed last vear. Ob-
servers believe it un-
likely that Melancia

will go.
Some observers
believe that the TdM

scandal would mot
have reached its cur-
rent proportions.
were it not for politi-
cal point-scoring in
Portugal. “Melancia

was appointad by Portugal’s Socialist
President Mario Soares, and the embar-
rassment o the Macau administration
indirectly reflects on Soares himself,”
a journalist here said. “The Portu-
guese media, controiled by more con-
servative interest aligned to Soares’
main opponents, the Social Democrars,
have picked up and highlighted the
scandal with glee. Nowthe common Por-
tuguese, who before the TdM af-
fair broke, had hardly heard of Macau,
associate the place with scandais,” he
said.

The TdM affair comes ar a particu-
larly sensitive time politicaily and com-
mercially.  Macau's  transition  to
Chinese rule in 1999 is already under
way and there are plans for several
major projects — including an airport —
aimed at turning Macau into an intema-
tional business centre.

Peking has stayed out of the affair,
refusing to comment publicly or pri-
vately, But Chinese officials are likely
i0 be concerned that the scandal does
aot affect stability by undermining con-
fidence in the Macau Govemment.
Melancia visited Peking at the end of
May and was given a high-level wel-
come, including a meeting with Chinese
Premier Li Peng. One commentator

.said thig reflected Peking's wish to show

support for the  government. “How-
ever,” he added, “the Chinese: doo’t
care about the TdM affair or who is gov-
eraor, as long as it does not damage sta—
bility in the run-up to 1999.” :
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' Repeal law: Bangla Hindus
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* resulted in a huge ‘exodus’ of the per-’

DHAK.A, August 18 (PTI)
THE Bangladesh Hindu League,

a minority organisation, has
appealed to President Ershad to
repeal the act making Islam the

" country’s state rellgmn saying this

“systematic_ and

has trigerred’
the

motivated persecution of

Hindu community endangenng_
~thetr life and security badly

“After the enactment of the law in
June last a reign of 1error has been let
1oose by fundzmentalist forces with the
connivance of the authorities which

* Secuted minorities info neighbouring

India, the Minority League said in a

 statement. | .
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" human - ng.hts organiSations, and the
‘he-

. Copies of tItc appeal along with
deailed accounts of atrocities, loot,
kilting and rape of women were sub-

mitted 10 the high-commissioners of -
‘Indid and'-the UK and. the am-

bassadors: of "the [ U.SA, USSR,
Nepal, and Japan, Major AC Dev
convener of the orgamsauon, bad an-
nounced.

. The Mmonty u:ague also nrged af}
humamsts the. United Nations, the

democratic and Socialist countries of
the world 1o send delegations for 2n on-
the-spot study of the actual condition
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of about twa crore mionority people of” methods on them,”

Bangladesh:

they said.

The minority erganisations alleged

Similar statements have also been. that the arrested were being forced to

issued by other minority organisations.

sign confessions under e dictates of

Accordmg to these orgamisations, the  the authorities thatthey were mlembers

_minerities have been the target of atwo  of extremist group and so far‘rmne ha\e
_pronged attack — one by the hooligans ;- becn released on. bail-
_of the fundamentalist forces and the-;

. They also atleged.. tha pohce are

other by the government sccunty extcmmg money -ranging. from taka

forces in many arcas of Bangladesh..
FLANNED CAMPAIGN -

- 10,000 tor 50,000 for_the rglease of
arrested perscms OF coercin,

mllOC{Eﬂt

The areas included, Jessore, Khulna, People with threats of possible arrest.

Faridpur, Barisal, . Magura, Narail,

They said the victims were: from-all.

Satkhira, Bagerhat, Jhalakti, pcmjpm. walks of life from daily Jabsuiers and

I;iadanpur Gopalganj and Netrokona,
they zai

They said “the fundamentahsls tak-
ing full- advantage of the recent
Istamtsatmn, crush and oust the min-
ority community from the soil” of .
Bangladesh in a planned and
motivated manner”. - -

They added “the fundameniahst EEE)
hooligans under the grab .of the ex- (K*
trenuist’ Sarbahara (Proletariat) party par
are attacking thé' minerity’ making’ ind
them victims of torture and looting to - Wit
intimidate and coerce- them ‘out of the’ "So¥

areas”. : firs:
“The police, on lhe ‘other’ hand,”troc
dubbing the -minorities. as the ex- 3

tremists and agents of India arc making the
indiscriminate arrets of youths.and old "me:
alike and resonmg 10 ﬁnrd degree  Kai

BXI.'
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— . e — .}

tﬂ]ers 14, students_and profssionals
who hig appt..lcd 1o higher authorities -
“for rémedial acfmns but i no ata:l

-
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i Bann’E& law on
islam challenged

The Times of Indie News Service
July 7. The wo writs
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Bangla bar opposes .
5 statutory Islamr ‘

" DHAKA; Angnst 7 The co-onli ‘
nation council .of the Bangladah su-
preme court ba.rassoc:atton has bitterly
criticised the eighth amendment 10 the

the state religion. - - :
uncil at its meetmg here ‘on
Fnday g‘d declanng Islam as the state

religion was an *“‘unnecessary step.”
meeting of the council, chaired
byM:Sh.amsananhoudhugrm

dent of the asspciation, said
cision had - §
“serious nanonal disunity,

The t-party Opposition

Constitution making Islam as the suate
refigion would enooumge the funda.
mantalists. - g

country’s constitution that. made Islam

alﬁance
atameeungsmdthesmendmmtto the -
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challengmp the eighth constitutional
amendment declaring Islam the stare
religion of Bangladesh and providing
for the esmbhsnment of six permanent
benches of the high court ouiside
Dhaka have aroussd considerabls
interest in the country,

A division benck of the suprems
couri comprising Mr Justice A, M.
Khan Chowdbury and Mir Justice §. Af:
heard the writs, it was supposed to gw»
e verdics ycsterdag It deferred irs
orders as coumsel for the petitioners
prayed for further arguments. They wil!
pe heard on July 1§ gnd 19

The  wrts  had challenged  the
Jurisdiction of Fariiamen: in briaing
aboul the amendmen: to ser up i
bencies of the high cour in six din Pl
farent place:z. Onposluur panties have Ci
demanded tha: the amendmen; be
scrapped.

The wrils guestioned Pamamenls
ngm w smend the consiiiution on
importan: issues. Counsel for the peu
uom:rs had earlier submined & vergict
of the indian supreme court fo show
iha: Parfiamenm does not enjov the
right to amend any part of the constits-
tion invoiving 1he basic structure,

. - . -
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The Times of Indiz News Service

DHAKA, August 15: A group of
jeading intellectuals has filed 2 Wﬂ}
petition in the high court thvmcn o
supremée court
the validity of the eighth
amendioen 1o e S on. and
te i8]
mg lslnm as the mt of the
h:gh court division outside the capital

reia to 1he subject are
Two writs relating but the katest

wamng
2 | one, ?ﬂed yeslerday, has evoked con-
F o e, S ermer mince all the peti-

¥ Bangla religion «
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Statement on behalf of the Anti-Slavery Society

For about a decade and a half the Chittagong Hill Tracts of Bangladesh
have been administered under either de jure or de facto martial law.
In the tracts at the moment there are just under 10,000 armed troops
and police as well as the ordinary police force, members of which are
to be found, particularly, in every area of Bengali settlement.

The tribal population of 600,000 has been augmented by 300,000
Bengali plains-dwellers ‘encouraged' to settle by Dhaka. This influx
has been accompanied by landgrabbing, torture, rape, desecration of
holy places, and the displacement of tribal peoples currently living
in unofficial refugee camps in the Indian state of Tripura and who now
number over 40,000. The Bangladeshi army has even attacked an orphanage
in Dighinala run by Buddhist monks.

The Anti-Slavery Society has In its possession over 100 cases of
violent human rights abuses perpetrated in the six month period up to
April this year. It now takes the opportunity in this forum to invite
the Bangladeshi authorities to investigate just one of these cases,
that of the headmaster of Babu Chara High School. On or about & April
this year 40-year-old Mr Ranjan Kumar Chakma was reportedly subjected
to severe physical beatings and torture by a Major Mahfuz of the
20 East Bengal Regiment. As far as is known, the headmaster is still
being held in custody in the army camp at Babu Chara. It is hoped,
Mr Chairman, that the investigation will begin as soon as possible and
that the outcome will be forwarded to the Centre for Human Rights as
well as to the Anti-Slavery Society.

The recent decision to declare Islam the state religion of
Bangladesh has caused (canternation among the non-Muslim population
and particularly among the hill tracts peopls, most of whom are Buddhist.
‘Their fear that the move will be followed by a policy of Islamicisation
has already led, according to the political party the Jana Samati Samiti,
(JSS) to increased oppression in the tracts.

Meetings, the first since December 1985, between representatives
of the government and the JSS broke off in February this year without
any agreement being reached,

In order for a start to be made to ending the unrest and bloodshed
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, and bearing in mind the ethnic and
religious differences between the hill people and the majority Bengali
population, and noting the widespread fear that their existence as 13
-separate hill tribes is put at risk by the policies of Dhaka, the Anti-
Slavery Society recommends:

1. The end of Bengali settlement in the Chittagong Hill Tracts;

2, The removal of the Bengali settlers except those comparatively
few families who pre-date the Bangladeshi state;

3. The withdrawal of all Bangladeshi armed forces including non-tribal
policemen; .

4, Financial and other help for the rehabilitation of tribal refugees.



