POSITION PAPER ON
ANCESTRAL DOMAIN - LUMAD MINDANAO

*

: For us Lumad of Mindanao, Land is ‘the most sacred gift from Magbabaya
(God) and the sources of our life. We believe that land should not be.own?d

by certain individuals, rather it should be shared for everybody to exploit
and till that they may have 1ife abundantly. .

The historical trend of the Lumads in Mindanao. from the colonial pasf of
‘exploitation, oppression and deprivation to the present regime,.dOes not in
_any way lead us towards a brighter future for our Lumad generation.

Our situation characterized by helpiessness, insecurity and death is in
effect thé consequence through the so-caiied "Development Projects’' such as:
logging concessions, mining industries, plantations, agri-business, etc.;
does extremely cause the loss of our ancestral domain and making us as
llsquatters in our own land." Instrumental in serving and protecting the
interests of these big businessess is the military strategy of: organizing the

Heared Civilian Home Defense Forces™ (CHDF) and supporting the fanatic groups

. coupled with the new strategy of organizing the Alsa Masa in the guise of
counter-insurgency, resulting in the arrest, hamletting, torture, theft, rape,
burning and bombing of houses and the forced-surrender of the so-called
“"rebel’ syphatizers. :

On the other hand,-Our cultural heritage is disregarded, our sacred places
are desecrated, mockery to our rituals and our antiques were taken away
from us. '

But being united, we feel it is our duty and responsibility to regain
these beautiful and sacred life which Magbabaya gave us as His gift. We
defend this gift in order to preserve it for our future generation, in the
same manmer that we wage 2 united struggle for self-determination.

This history of the Lumads is not only a history of exploitation but
also a history of unrelenting struggle. Our heroes bear witness to this _
noble legacy.  The biood shed by our heroes in the lists of martyrs in Mindanao
are our inspirations and has strengthened us to continue the struggle
for self-determination.

Therefore, with a united voice, we stand firm on the following:

1. The land of the Lumads and its natural resources within are gifts
from Magbabaya for livelihood of our people and our prosperity;

2. It is our right and priviledge as Lumads to live, to till, to manage,
to develop or to dispose our ancestral land and other natural resources
in accordance with our customary laws;

3. It is our right and responsibility to defend it from the intruders
who want to appropriate for their own selfish interests, as manifested
in the depradations by foreign businesses and their local cohorts,
Lumads and non- Lumads.



Therefore, to uplift the economic and political life of the Lumads,
we want to uphold the hoﬁ}ed traditions in managing our communites, by the
following:

a.

C.

respect for the boundery of our ancestral domain, such as creeks,
forests, durable trees and plants, mountains, graves. and other
tribal markers; and

uphold the communal system of tilling the land. This means the
togetherness in working in certain_piece_of-land, sharing the fruits
including the animals caught in hunting. The tiller is the owner of
the land and those who have no land to t:l! shall be given a piece of
Tand in order to live.

The government should not recognize the representatives of the fake
leaders who presented themselves . as Lumad and Lumad leaders. This
is to avoid the masunterpretatlon in behalf of the Lumad péople

and to foster the genuine leadership of the people in-line with
their traditional concept of leadership.

Original signed

LUMAD- - Mindanao Council
of Leaders

March 19, 1987

PHILI PR/nvES



LUMAD MINDANAW UPDATE

. The ascendancy of Mrs, Corazon G, 4quino into the Presidency as installed |
by the February People Power never alleviated the situation of the tribal pare
- HMeylarly in Mindanao; Militarization and landgrabbing of “the tribal ancestral
Jangs vorsened compare to what they experienced during the Marcos regime, The:
- militarist’ strategy of the government to solve the _Present Political, econamig,
. and-socigycultural problem is insistently employed, - The unleashing of variouss+
fangtical groups and armed-men such as NAKASAKA and ALSA MASA sow terror in the .
- outsldried areas particularly in the suspected hotbeds of commmnist dissidents, . -
- .In remaining months of 1986 including Janvary 1967 features the bitter experigne:
_ces . of militarizationy left bloody marks in the history of the Lumad people, . .

L The fpﬁ?posg,".thep of this papér, is to bnefly present. the éimériéhcés<of the
.trfi@al-_',cqmmuzﬁ.ties in Mindanao from the month of August of 1986 to Jamuary 1987,

- MILTTARY CAMPATGN: Aerial and Artillery Bombardments Deployment, of Varipus

A Fanatical Groups and Private Ammies -

-, In'the 17th of Angust 1986, 11 trucke-load of - cambat~geared soldiers and two
- mdlitarys jeeps belonging to the 53rd IB PA frem Buldidnon,  supported with two.. .
- armored ‘Personnel Carrier (APC) s two war tanks and a pair of helicopters, cone-
- ducted a military Operation, Another group of soldiers belonging to the 3018
PA'fromJg_gusan del Norte served as the blocking force, They conducted the a1]
--out operafion in the suspected New Peoples Army encampment along the Bukidnon- -
Misamis Qriental-igusan del Norte border, It resulted to mass evacuation, dese .
Yrmetionipf properties, ‘hunger and discases among the tribal communities affecs .

- . Phe ‘affected areas are mainly populated by the Lumad people belonging to the
-Higgonon tribe, In the past, . the Higaonons lived along the coastal areas of . -
Misimis Oriental and Agusan del Norte. 4s time went on with the advance of |
“eiyilization" their lands fell into the hands of Christian settlers, transpas
tiomal corporations and other big business venturers, They moved Jany times
already to give way to ‘these land acquisionists until they realized that they
have nowfiere to go, The arcas where they now Iive are the last grounds for sur=- . .
vival as<a tribe, Their lives depends much on vheir present settlcment, . D

. “In South Cotabato(Scuthern Mindano), in the towns of Malapatan, dlabel, .

- Malungon and the surrounding sitios populated by the Lumads of the B'laan

s

~bribe experienced the harassments and intimidations, The modus operandi perpae
. trated by the Ppolice and the fanatical groups knowns as Tadtad ard Suritesurit.
Lerrorists is to .coerce the commmnities to surrender as NP4 .and NPA supporters
“or masa,:Along with this intimidations is the rampant cattle rustlings, robbery
and looting of"properties,. - - : S T
Pantukan, San:

-

-+ Vicente ineludifig Paquibato of the Davao City District is the persistent prob- PR
- lem of "PANGAYAW {tribal war) or the "vendetta killingt as the press dubbed it, . = .-
© . An dtadin kO, Jose Libayaw by heme posed as the godfather of the terroristie.
activitits ‘of the fribe band together, It was reported by -the tribal commumities
~belonging to Mansaka and Dibabawon that Libayao and his men were being given.

. ams by the Provincial"-Cormnander,, Colonel Nelson Estaris to wipe out the sus- .. .-
- pected NPA supporters and symphatizers, Many cases of of killings, intimidations
- Were inflicted to the tribal commmnities, o P R,

. In Dayad del Norte, ih thé tows of Sto, Tomas, Kapalong,

-,;as,t 0ctbber 129,' a-pair of—'—tg'x"a-tdxr-a (W 1T vintage war planes) bombed and ’

3 strafed a Dibabawon commmities in the mountain of “Ampawid and Mabuhay in Lage,
San'Vicente, Davao del ‘Norte, It was reported that the. shacks belonging to ¢

" Dibabawon ratlan gatherers were blown to the air by bombs, They (planes) strafed

“ .- the forested ‘Surrounding with a machinegun, No casualty was: reported as the
tribal:heard the ‘buzzing sound they hid in the mountain slopes ‘for safety, .



_ November 21 to December 8, the military belonging to the 23rd IB P4, 30th

 IB P4, 36th IB Pa and ICHDFs conducted massive military operation in the far-
flung villages of the Lumad peoplc belonging to the Higaonon tribe in Buena~ -~ *
vista and Tungao all towns of Agusan.del Norte along the Misamis Qriertal and
Bukidnon border. There werc ten (10) tribal vidlages affected according to. the
Fact Finding Mission conducted by the Agusan del Norte Peace Movement last -
20-22 December 1986, The fact finders witnessed the destruction made by the
military bombings, strafings, destruction of prcperties and arsons, The vietims
‘reported to them some members of the commmity are missing, someé. succumb to
the military brutality by way of physical torture, The Higaonon villagers re- -
counted that in the same military offensive they have seen the helicopters.

v fired bombs; its tails is smoking similar to that of the jet and explodeé with _

- a deafening sound when reach to its target. The bomb bored hole about two feet -
in diameter and one foot in d,eep even in solid rock, The fact finders suspecs
ted that it is not an ordinary bombs but. rocket launched from the,helicopter
gunship,YAfter the. bombing rounds, same hel...copters strai‘ed the place with -
mach:.neguns“ the v:.llac'ers added.

HOWever, the same campa:.gn of the military, not a s:Lngle NP4 was }:h}'led nor
captured, There never occured an ‘encounter between: the NPA guerillas and thé
government troqpers, What only happned was: a skirmish between the military
feild units and the "MALIMAONGY, a self defense of the tribe armed with home—~
made guns and indigenous weapons, To complement their outmodeled weaponry the
alimaong set traps on- trails whenever they see intruders, Government t.roopers
are consuiered intruders due to thEII' past exper:.ences.

Slnce ‘the m::.l:.tary campan_gn 1ntrus:|.on in 1984, the Higaonon tri be hld in
the dense forest of Agusan del Norte along ths mentioned provincial bourdaries,
Life in the jungle without shelter is not easy. Worst is the continues raining
for many days and nights, They could not lock nor cook what they brought for
fear of being detected by the roving government forces.and hovering: hecopters
with their deadly weapons. Many got fever and dr.‘lydratlon and lost of hlood

) due to the leech in.f.‘estat:r.on of the rain forest :

. The tnbe faced again w::.th problem of rebuilding thelr homes. The,y belleVe..d
that government force,s may one day comeback and destroy what they rebuild,
This cause much mmas but t.hev have no other cho:Lce if they have to survive

a8 people,.

LaND Paoamss: Land ebb‘ and TNC Expansioh

In December 198, dur:r.ng the height of the pol:l.ta_ca.l tuzmoﬂ. 100 fann,]_les
 mebers to the religious sect of Iglesia ni Kristo (INK) evacua.ted. from Kilikili.
-~ Kilikili is a place situated in the boundaries of Lanao del Norte, Cotabato,-
~ and Bukidnon, Jose Zubiri, assemblyman from the Province of Bukidnon fetched
.the evacuees to Lumpatag Plateau in Misamis Oriental, Since then, the INKs
occupied the area, The Lumad people belonging to the Higaonon tribe are the
original inhabitants of the place, The tribal witnessed helicopters landed to

- the INK settlement reported.z.y carrying supplies, However, thc tribals seen

them -(INKs) carrying high-powered fire arms, The tribals alsq reported that
" the place are heavily guarded by private armies and not ever the people from
Bureau of Forest Development BFDS’ could riot visit the area, _

- The. tra.bal conmum.t::.es is threaten w.l.th the abuses of the settlers much
 more they possessed fire ams and private guards, They (tribals) are conecrn
with the preservation of the place because Lumpatag is a sacred place for the _
tribals in Agusan, Misamis Oriental and Bukidnon, Most of their important sacred
rituals were being made in this place, The Lumpatag areas is the watershed of
the major rivers in Mindanao: Pulangi, Pusilaw and Agusan rivers, It serve as.
the communal forest as well as hunting grounds of ths tribals 3_11 the surrounding
pla.ces which provides them with meat round.the wvear, If the INK!s continue to
occupy and cut down the trees- the rivers will get dry and the wildlife will

_vani.sh,



i

~ Because of this, the tribal leaders of the three tribes; Higaonon, Manobo .
Bukidnon and Manobo Agusan sent petition to President €orazon Aquino to help
them solvc the problem of the INK intrusion into their ancestral land, They. ‘

- also ask thé. government to declarc the area covering more than 5,000 hectares
as Lumad Forest Reserve ard that they (tribals) has the exclusive rights for =

the disposition of the said reservation.

“However, in August of 1986, the BFD reported that an additional of 2,000
. famjlies of the religious sect continue pouring to the plateau and plains of-
Lumpatag, This add -to the speculation of the tribais that the INKs will even=-
. tually take over their. sacred placc, destroy their forest reéscrves and virtually
drive the indigenous people, o T : ‘

X Meanwhile in Agusan del Sur, the Manobo dgusan and the Visayan settlers .
are threatened with proposed 4,000 hectares expen .sion of the National Develop=-
ment Corporation = Guthrei (NDC-Guthris) palm plantation, The corporationts .
hired guards: the Lost Command (LC's) sow hrassment and intimidation to the
surrounding commnities as a prelude to the eviction, o

© The same experiences of-evictions have been experiencgd by the Lumad people
belonging to the T'boli and Bllaan tribes in the foothills of Mt, -Matutum,
South Cotabato, The DOLE (Philippines) is undertaking its expansion for its
pineapple plantation, Bribing and intimidating has been the standard modus
operandi of the company. S ' '

ref, 1. Fact Sheet of the Peace Movcmen{: Agusé.h del_Norite/Deccgzzber 1986
: 2, KIK & ATF Cagayan de Oro City N )
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