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Dear Gerru:

Thank wou for wour telePhone call this morTind. It serwved  a
teminder that 1 had made zome Fromizes to e "oy

mes wark .

a
SOME CoFies of

iy

Hz 9o have no doubt supmized.  HORIC = anneal  conwention  in
Greenbay became 3 forum for mand Indiaas with divided lovalties
to hammer  and  slash  at HOAL s  inkernaticnal Foliticez. The
combination of outzide influences CRID, Mational Imdian Lutheran
Board, MNicarasua, the United Stabes, ake, o franly  frighternsd
mared ot the  Indian  leaderskiP  to  beliswe that "indivenous
internationalism” iz either “"usAmerican® ar o Frocomidnist, Fc .
gven more damasing, many convenhion Participants seemed  fo OmME
Away thinkind that "intervational relations" iz too  comPlex  and
“auzt unrelated to fthe more Frezsing concerns  of Indiay Peckle
and their gowernmerts"., After the elections. Joe Delalruz  was
left bd himseld to defend HCAL s Policies. Sivee 19775, thiz was
the first convention where 3 Polarity of oPinicon resarding ORI =
International initistives haz surfaced. While no formal chanses
were made, there iz now a clear effort coming from FOLFTEs o b
left and the right te challense and undermine HCAT - initiatives
in inkernational relations,

b Principle  archibect of HCORI 2 recent
international policies. These Policies are  aimed gt building
international surPort for Indian Fights A Trodiar zelf
determination -~  long  adwanced by HCAL I Fravee, iz a
conseduence. become & Primary tarset of left and rigkb Falitical
Fresaures  on MCOAD  leaderzhip. i Whitman a3z arparently
considered thiz Pressure to be threstening and  has, theredore,
Quietly relieved me of my  duties 32 HMCALI 2 consulor for  the
International Relaticnz Portfolio. T am comtivnin? to mainbain
be international contacts, and, for the short term, 1 am Foens s
on o md weitind,  While I maw be able to conbinue my work with HIZAT
iv the foture, I am, newver-the~lezz, looking fora situation where

Fe =ou kviow, T am £
E4

there is courase and seriouzs  interest in  the advancement  af
Indian rights at the international lewel. I firmle believe that
if Indian tribez inside the United Stites are sericus Aabout their
righhz and  the fulfillment of zelf-determivnation, they musth
gecure Folitical lewerade within the internaticnal arena,




Hz George Manwel s Special FAssiztant in the MWorild Council of
Indigenous Peofles, I worked with indigenous  Peokie  throughoot
the world., I found theose 9roups increasingly succsssiul sz Ehew
built international political Freszures oOn warious states o
suFFort indigenous rigkts,

I am conwinced that HORISs  Gresnbaw el 1o gLk et ience
demonstrates  the considerable  pPower tnternational  indigencoszs
Political activism Produces, The fact that both  the United
states and Hicarasua conzider HCRI s "neither  left  nor pigkt
adwocacy of Indian Rishtz" internaticonzl Police a threat to their
interests stronoly susoests the considerable  untabred Political
Fowesr indigsnous nabions Possess,

For gour inforsation. in the event san hawen t set seen 1t, 1 am
enc?ﬂaing,a cofd of the HCRI "Indisan Criziz in  Ceniral Arerica
Folicy which has stirred suckh Passion in the United States and in

Micarasus,,

I am alsoc enciosing a cofy of 2 pPiece I wreoke din 1982, whickh I
2uRmEst  with a2 little editing migkt be suitable for wogpy
newskarer. I wreote this piece for Joe DelaCruz ard about 3 dovew
other Indian leaders 3t a2 fime whgn  Indian  lesderskilr  were
retireating  from Srowing Reasan Administration Pressures, I
thought the Pigce would cause wvarious leaders +to FPull  their
"heads oot of the sand” and bedin to agressivels work for  Indian
Fights ard true Indian gelf-determnination, Ielalruz later used my
Farer az the basis for hiz  zPeech at  the MZHT  Corvention  in
lzmark. Many thouoht my Pilece  wasz coreect  amed usefol, bt

otherz of more faint heart  thouoht ib was “hoo pradicalr, I
naturalld, consider the Piece to be clegar and ko the Point -~ a
Fiece which dozz not abbemPt to ayoid the Political eealities. It
calls wPon Indian Feorle to be honest and work o Produce  real
Fesults) instead of Plaging the "cake and est it too” games  with
the Bureay of Indian Affairs, I hore wou find the sgnclozed
materials interesting, [ also hokFe wou will take md  pPesume in
the event 4 zituvation oPenz  up in the field of indisenous
inkbernational relations.

Fegards,

FUTOLPH C. RYSER



